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The North American Association of Christians in Social Work

“Seek the peace (shalom) and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  Jeremiah 29:7
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General Information
Convention Registration
Register at www.nacsw.org/cgi-bin/eventPro.cgi 
or use the form on page 15 of this brochure.

Hotel Accommodations
Convention Hotel: Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 
187 Monroe Avenue NW  
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
 Reservations: Convention registrants are  
responsible for making reservations directly  
with the hotel. Please identify yourself as  
being with the North American Association  
of Christians in Social Work (NACSW) to obtain 
the conference discount.

Guest room rate:  $120/night plus taxes. Rooms 
may be shared between up to four people.  
To qualify for this special rate, make your  
reservation by October 21, 2015.
Register Online: Follow the “reservation” link 
found at www.nacsw.org/conv_head_text.html
Register by Phone: (800) 253-3590 or  
(616) 776-6450
Parking: Overnight guests pay a $8 self-parking 
fee. Non-overnight guests receive 25% off the 
current self-parking rate with discount coupon.

Travel
GPS Input/Motor Lobby: 225 Pearl Street NW; 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Located at the crossroads of US-131 and I-196. 
Approx. 18-minute drive from Gerald R. Ford 
International Airport.
Metro Cab: Online at www.metrocabgr.com or 
call (616) 827-6500. Approximately $32-$34 one 
way from airport. 

Area Attractions
 Downtown Grand Rapids business and entertain-
ment district, various museums, John Ball Zoo
More info: www.nacsw.org/conv_head_text.html

The planning committee is working to 
present a deeply meaningful convention 
where we will look together at making 
a difference in the world by facilitating 
wholeness, flourishing, and harmony 
in relationships through the pursuit of 
shalom. Shalom involves speaking up  
for the wronged of the world and 
educating each other toward wisdom 
and responsible action. We invite you 
to join us as we seek to embody the 
principles of shalom and teach and learn 
how to impact our world as social work 
professionals, through the hospitality  
and grace of Jesus Christ. Join us 
November 12-15, 2015, for a time of rich 
fellowship, professional education, and 
renewal as Christians in social work!

Welcome! 
9:00am–4:00pm .......... Preconvention Institute (Full day 6.0 CEUs)
  •  Option 1: “Trauma Focused Care -- One Christian 

Agency’s Work to Bring Shalom to Refugees”
9:00am–12:00pm ........ Preconvention Institute (Half day 3.0 CEUs)
  •  Option 2: “Respect, Opportunity and Beauty:  

The Three Currencies of Shalom Communities”
  •  Option 3: “Congregational Social Work in 2015”
1:00pm–4:00pm .......... Preconvention Institute (Half day 3.0 CEUs)
  •  Option 4: “Grappling with Faith:  

Teaching with Decision Cases”
5:00pm–7:00pm .......... Exhibits Open/Networking Time
7:00pm–8:30pm .......... Opening Plenary Session (1.0 CEU)
  • Keynote speaker: Dr. Michelle Loyd-Paige
  •  Entertainment: Hearts in Step (HIS) Christian Dance 

Academy
8:30pm-10:00pm ......... Opening Reception and Poster Presentations

8:00am–8:30am .......... Worship/Devotions: Dr. Laurel Shaler
8:45am–9:45am .......... Workshops—Session A (1.0 CEU)
9:45am–10:15am ........ Light Breakfast/Coffee Break
10:15am–11:15am ...... Workshops—Session B (1.0 CEU)
11:30am–12:45pm ...... Alan Keith-Lucas Lecture (1.0 CEU) 
  • Keynote speaker: Dr. Gary Anderson
Lunch Break ................. Lunch on your own (see restaurant guide)
2:00pm–3:30pm .......... Workshops—Session C (1.5 CEUs)
3:30pm–4:00pm .......... Networking
4:00pm–5:00pm .......... Workshops—Session D (1.0 CEU)
5:15pm–6:15pm .......... Workshops—Session E (1.0 CEU)

8:00am–8:30am ................ Worship/Devotions: Dr. Christson Adedoyin
8:45am–9:45am ................ Workshops—Session F (1.0 CEU)
9:45am–10:15am .............. Light Breakfast/Coffee Break
10:15am–11:15am ............ Workshops—Session G (1.0 CEU)
11:30am–12:45pm ............ Membership Meeting/Discussion Focus Groups
Lunch Break ....................... Lunch on your own (see restaurant guide)
2:00pm–3:15pm ................ Workshops—Session H (1.25 CEUs)
3:30pm–4:30pm ................ Workshops—Session I (1.0 CEU)
4:45pm–5:45pm ................ Workshops—Session J (1.0 CEU)
6:45pm–9:15pm ................ Banquet (1.0 CEU)
  • Keynote speaker: Lisa Sharon Harper
  •  Entertainment: Grand Rapids African American 

Youth Chorus (GRAAYC)

8:30am–10:00am .............. Morning Worship
  •  Sunday morning preacher: Dr. Rev. Cornelius 

Plantinga
  • Music: Kesslyn Brade Stennis and Friends

Schedule at-a-Glance

Karen HeLDer 
MS, LMSW

Retired Director of 
Operations – MidWest 

Region at Bethany 
Christian Services

joe KuiLema 
MSW, BSW
Instructor,  

Calvin College  
Social Work  
Department

Thursday  
Nov. 12

Friday  
Nov. 13

Saturday  
Nov. 14

Sunday  
Nov. 15



a description for a future such position 
in their home congregation. Everyone 
will have opportunity to explore their 
own professional paths in congregational 
social work. We will discuss the challenges 
and opportunities of this practice setting 
and what makes it unique in social work 
practice. 

Dr. Terry Wolfer is Prof. and PhD Program 
Coordinator in the College of SW, 
University of South Carolina, Columbia.

Option #4 | 1pm-4pm | 3.0 CEUs
“Grappling with Faith: Teaching with 
Decision Cases”
Dr. Terry Wolfer & Dr. Mackenzi Huyser 
Location: Ruby

This workshop will introduce the case 
method of teaching using didactic and 
experiential methods. The case method 
involves in-depth class discussions of 
open-ended accounts of actual practice 
situations that are themselves ambiguous 
and complex. These accounts require 
participants to first formulate the problem 
and then decide on a course of action. 
Case discussions help participants acquire 
and refine important critical thinking and 
decision-making skills. The workshop will 
provide a rationale and guidance for using 
case method in Christian higher education, 
in part through a live case discussion and 
debriefing. It will also provide tips for 
using cases from NACSW’s Grappling with 
Faith, additional resources for learning to 
use the case method, and suggestions for 
evaluating student learning outcomes.

Dr. Terry Wolfer is Prof. and PhD Program 
Coordinator in the College of SW, 
University of South Carolina, Columbia.

Mackenzi Huyser, PhD, MSW, is Exec. 
Director of Chicago Semester and Prof. 
of SW at Trinity Christian College, Palos 
Heights, IL.

Option #2 | 9am-12pm | 3.0 CEUs
“Respect, Opportunity and Beauty: The  
Three Currencies of Shalom Communities”  
Inner City Christian Federation (ICCF) 
Location: Emerald B

Building communities of shalom requires 
a humble commitment to the hard 
work of transforming the brokenness of 
community structures, practices, laws 
and human behavior. In that “the earth 
is the Lord’s and everything in it” we 
must work to see God’s reconciling grace 
make all things new. This workshop will 
define strategies through which urban 
revitalization and adult learning and 
empowerment services can be successfully 
merged to yield thriving communities 
and broader life achievement for all its 
residents. 

Jonathan Bradford, MSW, is the President 
and CEO of ICCF.

John Carman, MSW, MM, is the Vice 
President of Operations of ICCF.

Susan Ortiz, MA, is the Director of Housing 
and Family Services of ICCF.

Option #3 | 9am-12pm | 3.0 CEUs
“Congregational Social Work in 2015” 
Dr. Terry Wolfer 
Location: Ruby

The institute will begin with an orientation 
to congregational social work. We will 
explore a diversity of job descriptions 
in congregational practice. Participants 
will have the opportunity to present 
for feedback and consultation their 
own job descriptions or to write a job 
description if they are working without 
one in a congregation currently. Those 
social workers not in a congregational 
setting will have opportunity to write a 
description of their current work as it 
does or could relate to congregations, or 

Option #1 | 9am-4pm | 6.0 CEUs
Bethany Christian Services
“Trauma Focused Care — One Christian 
Agency’s Work to Bring Shalom to Refugees” 
Location: Emerald A

In this workshop participants will gain an 
understanding of the refugee experience 
from initial flight to permanent 
resettlement in a third country. You will 
learn the process by which international, 
national and local  governments along 
with faith based agencies provide 
advocacy, protection and resettlement 
support to the refugee. You will become 
knowledgeable on why children and 
women are a uniquely vulnerable refugee 
group. You will understand the unique 
impact of trauma upon culture and how 
to create a trauma-informed environment 
that is welcoming to our newest citizens.

George Tyndall, LMSW, is the Regional 
Director of Operations for the Grand 
Rapids and East Lansing locations of 
Bethany Christian Services. 

Lukas Ziomkowski, LMSW, is the Program 
Supervisor for Bethany Christian Services’ 
residential programs for Unaccompanied 
Refugee Minors and chairs Bethany’s 
Sanctuary Model of Care implementation 
team. 

Mark Peterson, LMSW, ACSW, is the clinical 
director for Bethany Christian Service’s 
Child and Family Traumatic Stress Center 
and its Residential Treatment programs.

Dona Abbott, MA, LLP, is a Branch Director 
for Bethany Christian Services in Grand 
Rapids. 

Thursday, November 12, 2015

Preconvention Institutes
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by Day
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Registration Desk Hours:  
7:45am–7:15pm; 8:30pm–9:30pm 
Location: Registration 1, Concourse level

For more information about these preconvention institutes and presenters, visit www.nacsw.org/Convention/Institutes2015.htm
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8:00am-8:30am | Worship/Devotions | no CEUs
Dr. Laurel Shaler – God Given Peace

8:45am-9:45am | Workshops – Session A | 1.0 CEU

9:45am-10:15am | Coffee Break
Join us in the West Concourse for  beverages and light breakfast 
items and networking. Sponsored by Roberts Wesleyan College

10:15am-11:15am | Workshops – Session B | 1.0 CEU

11:30am-12:45pm | Alan Keith-Lucas Lecture | 1.0 CEU
Building Resilient Professional and Organization:  
Christian Principles and Workforce Development
This presentation, held in the Ambassador Ballroom, will synthe-
size research on resiliency and on leadership and apply this knowl-
edge to individual social workers and human service organizations.  
Principles of positive workforce development 
and Christianity will be examined with appli-
cations for educators, and social work leaders 
and practitioners. The goal is caring, effective 
and ethical professionals working in caring, ef-
fective and ethical organizations.
Gary Anderson, PhD, is a Professor at Michi-
gan State University (MSU) School of Social 
Work. For fifteen years he was the Direc-
tor of the School at MSU, following his aca-
demic appointment at Hunter College in 
New York City. He has served as the Principal 
Investigator of a five-year federally-funded Child Welfare Recruit-
ment and Retention grant, and coordinates University Partnership  
Programs in the federally-supported National Child Welfare Workforce  
Institute. He received his Bachelor of Religious Education from  
Cornerstone University (Grand Rapids, MI), MSW from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, and PhD from the University of Chicago, School  
of Social Service Administration.

Lunch Break | Lunch on your own
Check your registration bag for a Group Meeting listing and  
a local restaurant guide. Find a friend or colleague and enjoy  
lunch at the hotel or in downtown Grand Rapids!

2:00pm-3:30pm | Workshops – Session C | 1.5 CEUs

3:30pm-4:00pm | networking
Take a few minutes to relax and network.

4:00pm-5:00pm | Workshops – Session D | 1.0 CEU

5:15pm-6:15pm | Workshops – Session E | 1.0 CEU

Dinner on your own
Find a friend or colleague and enjoy dinner at the hotel or in 
downtown Grand Rapids! Check your registration bag for a local 
restaurant guide. 

7:30pm-9:00pm | Educator’s Forum | Emerald A/B
An opportunity to network with colleagues and friends, and  
discuss issues confronting Christians in social work education.

5:00pm-7:00pm | Exhibits & networking Time | no CEUs
Visit the exhibits in the West Concourse/Crown Foyer, meet up 
with old friends and colleagues, and make new acquaintances and  
connections. 

7:00pm-8:30pm | Opening Plenary Session | 1.0 CEU
 Meet us in the Ambassador Ballroom and hear Michelle Loyd-Paige 
speak about Shalom, and enjoy the dance moves of a Christian 
dance group from Grand Rapids.

Pursuing Shalom: Moving Forward While  
Thinking Backwards
Pursuing Shalom is an activity that every Christian undertakes.  
Shalom can be loosely translated as peace. How one pursues  
Shalom is determined by how one defines the end – the outcome. As 
Christians we must ask ourselves, “What kind 
of peace am I working towards?” This pre-
sentation will challenge participants to begin 
their pursuit of Shalom with the end in mind 
and to explore the Why, Who, What, and How 
of our pursuits.
Dr. Michelle Loyd-Paige, PhD, is the Ex-
ecutive Associate to the  President for 
Diversity and Inclusion and the Dean of 
Multicultural Affairs at Calvin College in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. In these roles she 
provides strategic leadership for Calvin  
College’s work on diversity and inclusion.

 Hearts in Step (HIS) Christian Dance 
Academy
The Hearts in Step (HIS) outreach division goes out into the com-
munity sharing the message of Christ through dance. Their students 
are mentored to share their dance training, testimony, and prayer 
with others.  “We’re about more than just dance, we’re about ad-
vancing the kingdom through dance!”

8:30pm-10:00pm |  Opening Reception and | no CEUs 
Poster Presentations

Join us for fellowship and light refreshments in the West Con-
course and Crown Foyer. Please visit the reception to review the 
poster presentations and speak to the NACSW presenters. Poster  
presentation information can be found on NACSW’s web site at: 
http://www.nacsw.org/.

Thursday, November 12, 2015 Friday, November 13, 2015

Hours: 7:45am–7:15pm; 8:30pm–9:30pm 
Location: Registration 1, Concourse level

Registration 
Desk

Hours:   7:45am–11:45am; 12:45pm–6:15pm; 
7:15pm–7:45pm

Location: Registration 1, Concourse level

Registration 
Desk

miCHeLLe  
LOyD-PAIGE GarY anDerson

Workshop Schedules
NOTE: Workshop days, times, and rooms are listed  

on the workshop schedule in your registration packet.  
A full listing of workshop abstracts is located on  

pages 6-13 of this brochure.

Keynote Speaker Information
More information about these keynote presentations can be found  

at www.nacsw.org/Convention/Speakers2015.htm



Hours: 8:00am–8:30am; 10:00am–10:45am 
Location: Registration 1, Concourse level

Registration 
Desk

8:30am-10:00am | Morning Worship Service| no CEUs
Isaiah’s Grand Shalom: The Big Vision and the Small Faith-
ful Steps Toward Its Fulfillment
Of all the prophetic books, Isaiah dreams the 
biggest dreams and sees the greatest visions of 
God’s shalom. This is to be a time in the future 
of the planet in which God, humanity, and all 
creation dwell together in justice, harmony, and 
delight. The trouble is that the distance between 
this vision and our daily realities in the world is 
vast. What’s to prevent Christians in the helping 
professions, or in ordinary life, from “growing 
weary in well-doing”? What supports us in the 
small faithful steps toward shalom? 
This presentation, held in the Ambassador Ballroom, will sketch the 
vision and reassure the faithful who are in pursuit of it.
Rev. Dr. Cornelius (neal) Plantinga, Jr, Senior Research Fellow at 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, studied at Calvin College,  Yale 
University, Calvin Theological Seminary, and Princeton Theological 
Seminary (PhD). He has served as Professor of Systematic Theology 
at Calvin Theological Seminary, first-ever Dean of the Chapel at Calvin 
College, and sixth President of Calvin Theological Seminary. He is a 
former editor of the Calvin Theological Journal, and is now a member 
of the Board of Editors of Books & Culture and of the Editorial and 
Advisory Council of First Things. Dr. Plantinga is the author of several 
books and more than 230 published articles and essays.

Sunday, November 15, 2015

nEAL PLAnTInGA

8:00am-8:30am | Worship/Devotions | no CEUs
Dr. Christson Adedoyin – The Descending of the Holy Spirit in Bodily 
form like a Dove… Luke 3:22

8:45am-9:45am | Workshops – Session F | 1.0 CEU

9:45am-10:15am | Coffee Break
Join us in the West Concourse for networking while enjoying  
beverages and light breakfast items.

10:15am-11:15am | Workshops – Session G | 1.0 CEU

11:30am-12:45pm | Membership Meeting | no CEUs
Per NACSW’s by-law, a meeting of the association is held each  
year to update the membership regarding the state of NACSW, 
as well as to receive membership feedback regarding the work  
of the association. The Board will arrange discussion focus groups  
for this meeting. The membership meeting will take place in the  
Ambassador Ballroom.

Lunch Break | Lunch on your own
Check your registration bag for a Group Meeting listing and  
a local restaurant guide. Find a friend or colleague and enjoy  
lunch in Grand Rapids!

2:00pm-3:15pm | Workshops – Session H | 1.25 CEUs

3:30pm-4:30pm | Workshops – Session I | 1.0 CEUs

4:45pm-5:45pm | Workshops – Session J | 1.0 CEU
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Saturday, November 14, 2015
Hours:   7:45am–11:45am; 12:45pm–4:45pm; 

5:45pm–6:45pm; 9:00pm-9:45pm
Location: Registration 1, Concourse level

Registration 
Desk

6:45pm-9:15pm | Evening Banquet | 1.0 CEU
Join us in the Ambassador Ballroom for the Evening Banquet,  
sponsored by Bethany Christian Services

Pursuing Shalom: Serving Our Neighbors Locally & Globally
Grounded in Genesis 1 and manifest in Matthew 25:31, this session 
will explore the biblical concept of shalom and its implications for 
the social worker and the Christian as we engage the world with 
justice and compassion. Lisa Sharon Harper will connect the biblical 
text with the challenges encountered by social workers on a daily ba-
sis: hunger, thirst, sickness, immigration, prison, and abject poverty. 
Explore the implications of the call to “righ-
teousness” on local and global engagement 
with those Jesus calls “the least of these.”
Lisa Sharon Harper manages Christian net-
works and develops coalitions focused on 
racial justice, environmental justice, foreign 
policy, and evangelical public witness in her 
role as Chief Church Engagement Officer at 
Sojourners. She earned her master’s degree 
in Human Rights from Columbia University 
in New York City. Ms. Harper has written 
several books, and her next book, The Very 
Good Gospel, is due for release June 2016.

Grand Rapids African American Youth Chorus (GRAAYC)
The Grand Rapids African American Youth Chorus was found-
ed in October of 2011 by Kaye Davis, a retired Music Special-
ist from the Grand Rapids Public School. The primary pur-
pose of GRAAYC is to bring cultural awareness of the rich and 
diverse legacy, historical significance, and musical contributions of  
African American composers, arrangers, and performers. 

Lisa sHaron 
HARPER

Kesslyn Brade Stennis and Friends
Kesslyn Brade Stennis, along with several social workers, will lead 
praise and worship. This is an interactive group, so join in and sing 
along!

NACSW is grateful for the support of our sponsors. Thank you!

             Saturday Evening Banquet Sponsor:

             Friday Coffee Break Sponsor:

Sponsors



Pursuing Shalom in Face of a Rising Tide  
of Anti-Semitism 
Paul Adams, DSW, MSW 
This workshop defines anti-Semitism and 
considers differences and similarities with other, 
less neglected forms of oppression. Examining 
the relation of anti-Semitism to anti-Americanism 
and anti-capitalism, its growth on campuses, in 
social work, and mainstream politics is discussed. 
We will assess the impact of these ideologies on 
efforts to eliminate poverty.

Mentor and Protégé: Evaluating the nACSW 
Faculty-Student Mentoring Program 
Christson Adedoyin, MSW, PhD;  
Michael Sherr PhD, LCSW 
Moses handed the baton of leadership to 
Joshua. Elisha was blessed by his mentor, Elijah, 
with a double-portion of his anointing, and 
accomplishments. One unique membership 
benefit students derive from the NACSW is the 
assignment of senior faculty as their mentor. 
This presentation is an experiential discussion 
of a decade-long NACSW-initiated mentoring 
relationship between a mentor, and his protégé.

..............Workshops continued on page 7..............

The Fine Print
Views expressed by convention  

plenary speakers and workshop/  
poster presenters are entirely their own and  
do not necessarily reflect those of NACSW.  

Being selected to speak or present  
a workshop/poster session at this convention  

in no way implies NACSW’s endorsement  
or certification of a presenters’ qualifications, 
ability, or proficiency to practice social work. 

NACSW does not assume responsibility  
for convention participants’ efforts to apply  

or utilize information, suggestions, or  
recommendations made by plenary speakers 

and workshop/poster presenters.

Continuing Education Contact Hours
NACSW, provider #1078, is approved as a provider for social work 
continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB), 
www.aswb.org, 1-800-225-6880, through the Approved Continuing 
Education (ACE) Program – ASWB Approval Period: 1/27/15 through 
1/27/18. NACSW maintains responsibility for the program.

As an ACE provider, NACSW is able to offer CEUs for all workshop 
sessions, plenary and panel sessions, and preconvention institutes. Only 
three convention sessions do not award CEUs: Poster Presentations, 
Membership Meeting, and Sunday Worship. If you are to attend one 
full-day (or two half-day) preconvention institute, all plenary and panel 
sessions, and one workshop during each workshop time slot, you are 
eligible to earn 19.75 continuing education contact hours. 

To receive CEU credits, an additional $40 registration fee is required to 
cover CEU booklet printing and certificate administration. Attendees 
that register for CEUs will receive a CEU booklet that lists each workshop, 
preconvention institute, and plenary and panel session eligible for CEUs 
for the entire convention. Refer to the schedule of events on page two 
of this brochure to view the number of CEUs awarded for each session.

note: The final authority for approving any continuing education 
activity rests with the state or province in which the participant is 

licensed. Licensed social workers should contact their individual state 
jurisdiction to review current continuing education requirements for 
licensure renewal. Visit ASWB’s website at www.ASWB.org for further 
information.

To access additional information about Convention CEU eligible sessions, 
please visit www.nacsw.org and click Conferences.

In order to receive credit for attending a CEU-eligible session, attendees 
must:
• Attend the entire session
•  Complete and turn in an evaluation form for that session
•  Have their CEU attendance booklet stamped by the session 

moderator
•  Return the completed booklet to NACSW after the last session.

Attendance at CEU-eligible sessions is tracked through the NACSW 
CEU booklet. At the conclusion of the convention, please deposit the 
completed CEU booklet at the registration table. CEU certificates will be 
mailed within 30 days of receipt of the completed CEU booklet.

Workshops
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Workshop Schedules
Refer to the blue & pink workshop schedules found in the registration bag for the days and times of the workshops listed in this section.

Track Coordinators
Workshop Coordinator: Kesslyn Brade Stennis

Administration and Work with Organizations 
 Jean Beil, Virletta Bryant

Congregational Social Work 
Terry Wolfer

Direct Practice–Groups and Communities 
David Fritz, Lisa Abinoja, Cini Bretzlaff-Holstein

Direct Practice–Individuals, Couples,  
Families and Children 

Mary Van Hook, Dawn Thurman
Human Development, Diversity and  

Behavior in Environment 
Kathyanne Purnell, Dexter Freeman

Practical Applications of Shalom  
 Joe Kuilema, Dennis Feaster 

Professional Relationships, Values and Ethics  
Holly Oxhandler, David Sherwood
Public Administration and Policy  

 Rick Chamiec-Case, Kesslyn Brade-Stennis
Research and Practice with  

Ethnically Diverse Populations  
Kimberly Hardy, Taqi Tirmazi, Linda Darrell

 Social Work Education  
Mary Anne Poe, Melissa Henley

Social Work Research  
Samantha Vo, Theda Rose

 Student Focused 
Derrick Bullock, Jacqueline Dyer

 Technology and Social Work  
Todd Stanfield, Jeronda Burley

Workshops 
are listed alphabetically by  

primary presenter’s last name

POV    Workshops that focus on the topic  
of Poverty Alleviation

re  Workshops that focus on the topic of  
Racial Equality, Justice, and Reconciliation

Look in your registration bag for separate listings 
of workshops on these important topics.



re Firsthand Experience with St. Louis Area  
Police Departments 
Tenolian Bell, PhD, MSW, MDiv;  
Janice Lester Bell PhD, MSW, MA        
This workshop will present firsthand accounts 
of a black man’s encounter with the police 
departments of St. Louis, St. Louis County, and the 
surrounding Municipalities. The presenter, born 
and raised in St. Louis proper, has lived in both 
St. Louis City and St. Louis County, experienced 
numerous stops and searches which resulted in 
several unjustified arrests.

Integrating Cognitive Behavioral Therapy  
and the Gospel 
Joshua Bishop, MSW              
This session integrates the effectiveness of 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy with the message of 
the Gospel to help clients whose spirituality and 
faith are a primary lens for finding meaning and 
Shalom. The concepts of self-authorship, identity, 
belonging, and mission will be examined from a 
biblical perspective and applied to the practice of 
CBT in a way that brings new light to counseling 
people of faith.

Art of Invitation: A Qualitative Study 
Amanda Blake 
This general qualitative study focuses on the 
effectiveness of “The Art of Invitation” trainings. 
AOI is a program that was developed to assist 
Christian churches and not-for-profit agencies in 
assessing and learning how to be more inclusive 
and engaging of others. Eight former persons 
who completed the Art of Invitation training were 
interviewed regarding their perceptions on the 
usefulness and long-term effectiveness of the 
program.

Bringing Shalom and Family to Waiting  
Foster Care youth 
Sara Blomeling DeRoo, LMSW;  
Stacey Goodson, BA        
This presentation will describe a federal grant 
program awarded to Bethany Christian Services, 
which uniquely incorporates former foster youth 
as supporters and recruiters for some of the State 
of Michigan’s longest waiting foster care youth.

Gentrification and Black Churches:  
Implications for Social Work 
Kesslyn Brade Stennis, PhD, MSW, MDiv              
This researcher will present findings from a 
mixed-methods study that sought to understand 
the best practices for Black congregations 
experiencing gentrification. Using various data 
collection methods, the following themes 
emerged: planning, partnerships, preservation/
protest, parking and property. Implications for 
social work and social work education will also  
be discussed.

A Quantitative Study on Life Satisfaction  
in IWU Social Work Alumni 
Bethany Breum; Lauren Frey;  Natalie Hayes  
The purpose of this research is to understand 
the correlation between various demographic 
information and the life satisfaction of Indiana 
Wesleyan University social work alumni. From 
this study we will be able to see how salary,  
field of work, income, highest level of education, 
gender, number of years in the field, marital 
status, supervisory status, tenure, and number  
of children impact life satisfaction in the social 
work alumni of IWU.
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.............Workshops continued from page 6............
The Implications of Chronic Disease on  
Spiritual Well-Being 
Kristen Alford, MSW, MPH 
Spiritual well-being has long been seen as an 
important indicator of coping with chronic 
diseases however more attention has been given 
recently to how chronic diseases affect one’s 
spiritual well-being. This presentation will seek to 
define spiritual well-being, describe the effects of 
disease on spiritual well-being, and discuss several 
methods of spiritual assessment. Special attention 
will be given to older adults.

Restorative Justice: The Promise & The Pitfalls 
Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz, MSW 
Restorative justice has promised to bring a new 
voice/practice to how we respond when a crime/
harm has happened. Many studies have revealed 
the harms that occur within our legal system for 
both victims and offenders. School discipline 
policies are linked to the school-to-prison pipeline. 
The values and practices of restorative justice 
provide a different perspective and framework for 
responding within our communities.

Social Media and Student  
Self-Regulation: Can they Co-Exist? 
Stephen Baldridge, PhD, LMSW; Hannah 
Choquette 
This workshop will present the idea of using social 
media sites to increase self-regulatory behaviors 
in students, such as spontaneously asking for 
help in a course. The discussion will be within the 
context of an ongoing pilot-study using Twitter in 
specific courses to achieve this outcome.

Worldview Diagnostic Three:  
A Faith Integration Instrument 
Shaynah Neshama Bannister, PhD          
The Worldview Diagnostic Tree Instrument (WDTI) 
is a diagnostic tool developed with the purpose of 
identifying students’ worldviews. The instrument 
is built on the principles of the well-known DSM’s 
Diagnostic Trees. When, during one class session, 
the application of this instrument was combined 
with biblical teaching on human nature and social 
justice, the number of students who self-identified 
with a Christian worldview increased by 23%.

Unemployment – More than Lack of  
Employment – The Function of a Job Club 
Robert Barr, MDiv, LSW              
Hiring has changed and competition for jobs 
is heavy, making job seeking more difficult. 
Getting a job involves more than simply going  
out and finding a job opening. Job Clubs are 
springing up to help job seekers navigate the  
job hunting maze.

POV  How Poverty in America Affects Us All & 
What We Can Do about It 
Jean Beil, LCSW              
The great American myth is that if you work 
hard you can make a better life for yourself and 
your family, but the reality is that over 10 million 
individuals employed for at least 27 weeks 
annually in the U.S. live their lives below the 
federal poverty line. How does this affect those 
of us who are able to make ends meet, and more 
importantly, what can we, motivated by Christian 
and social work values, do about it?

re   Social Justice and Black Mama Trauma 
Pamela Bridgeman, LCSW              
This presentation will address the issue of trauma 
triggered in black community, especially among 
black women when young black males are killed 
by policemen. More importantly, it will explore 
ways that we as Christian social workers can 
facilitate the healing of that trauma and ultimately 
peace in our land.

When no Means yes: Faith in the Light When 
Facing the Darkness of Denial 
Dawn Broers, MSW, LCSW;  
Marissa DeGroot; JoAnne Dusenbury   
Saying “no” and accepting “no” are often difficult 
for Social Workers and our clients, yet “no” 
is often exactly what God has planned.  This 
workshop will explore God’s divine planning and 
redemptive work that allows us to conceptualize 
“closing doors” as “opening windows” for 
ourselves personally and professionally. Utilizing 
“no’s” to empower clients, maintain our healthy 
boundaries, and facilitate transformation will also 
be explored.

POV   Seeking the Shalom of new Orleans:  
47 years of Urban Community Building 
Kevin Brown, MSW, LCSW 
Jeremiah 29:7 calls God’s people to “Seek the 
Shalom of the City.” Since 1967 Trinity Christian 
Community has been doing this by building 
community in New Orleans.  In 2005 this work took 
on a powerful new direction in the post-Katrina 
aftermath.  Focusing on one at-risk community, 
the Hollygrove Neighborhood, amazing best 
practices emerged in a highly unlikely context.  This 
award-winning community has seen a remarkable 
transformation.

Train Up A Child... 
Ann-Marie Buchanan Jones, PhD, MSW, LMSW              
Train up a child in the way he should go, is 
something that most religious people have heard 
throughout their lives. However, sometimes that 
thought changes when they actually become 
parents. But the goal is to help that child to grow 
in Christ and then to share that knowledge.

De-escalating Episodic Agitation:  
An Art Form in Mediation 
Julie Burnett, LSW              
In health care settings, addressing patient agitation 
is an inevitable reality. From verbal to physical 
and everything in between, Social Workers are 
often called on as the “go to” person to address 
patients with escalating behavioral responses. 
Actions taken in the first few moments matter and 
may significantly impact the outcome of episodic 
agitation. Well informed social workers use all 
senses and discernment to approach escalating 
situations.

Therapeutic Relationship as a Spiritual Resource 
Ann Callahan, PhD, LCSW              
Social work provides an opportunity to cultivate 
a therapeutic relationship that can be spiritually 
transformative. A relational model can be used 
to understand how relationships may inform 
spirituality. This workshop will explore examples 
of how spiritual sensitivity may transform the 
therapeutic relationship into a spiritual resource.

..............Workshops continued on page 8..............
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Secondary Traumatic Stress and Human Service 
Organizations 
Nola Carew, LMSW              
This workshop will focus on developing trauma 
informed organizational cultures to better support 
helping professionals in providing services to 
traumatized individuals and families. Participants 
will explore stressors associated with the helper 
role including burnout, vicarious trauma, 
compassion fatigue, and secondary trauma. 
Comprehensive prevention, assessment, and 
intervention strategies will be addressed on micro, 
mezzo, and macro levels.

POV   Daytona SSVF, a Working Model of 
Community Capacity Building and CQI 
Joni Casillas, BA, BFA              
This presentation will provide the basic principles 
of Community Capacity Building and Continuous 
Quality Improvement and how they were engaged 
to lay the groundwork to develop the successful 
Salvation Army Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families in Daytona Beach, a mentorship program 
for the Veterans Administration. It will explain 
how the community partners came together to 
develop a working model to serve homeless and 
at risk Veterans.

The DSM 5: Beyond Skepticism and into 
Practicality 
David Cecil, PhD, LCSW;  
Gary Schmidt, MSW; Kelly Bolton, MSW   
The DSM 5 (APA, 2013) represents dramatic shifts 
in how we categorize mental disorders. There are 
numerous considerations including international 
compatibility, practical implications, and 
controversies. In order to continue to competently 
and ethically integrate faith and practice, 
Christians in social work must stay current on 
these revisions.

International Social Work: Applying the 
Literature to a Course in Estonia. 
Timothy Chaddock, MSW, PsyD;  
Hiie Silmere PD, MSW 
This presentation will include a review of social 
work literature that focuses on experiences, 
strategies and methods of teaching international 
social work.  The presenters will also discuss the 
implementation of strategies that were used for 
a cross-cultural course in Estonia.  Finally, initial 
findings from student’s experiences related to 
targeted knowledge, values and skills relevant for 
international social work will be shared.

Franciscan Solitude: Sabbath and Shalom  
for the Soul 
Rebecca Coleman, MSW              
This session examines spiritual self-care through 
Franciscan solitude and the use of contemplative 
and centered prayer. A connection is made to 
the Jewish Sabbath by providing a time to rest, 

reflect, and rejuvenate by experiencing soul, body, 
and creation connections. Attendees experience 
“being” with God and finding His promise of 
Shalom, a spiritual peace and healing beyond our 
understanding.

Birthmother Grief and Loss: Professional 
Implications for Effective Practice 
Jan Collins, LMSW              
The decision that a birthmother makes to 
relinquish her child for adoption can have a 
lifelong impact and can permeate every part of her 
life causing profound grief and loss. This workshop 
will provide information about the latest studies 
regarding birthmother grief and some of the 
healthiest coping strategies and more effective 
forms of grief management.

re   Complicated Grief: The Body as Evidence 
Linda Darrell, PhD, LCSW-C;  
Mwuese Igyor MSW; Kyle Berkley   
There is a major crisis afoot in the urban 
community which may be a contributing factor to 
the frustration, silent anger, and political malaise 
experienced by many parents and families of 
African American and poor residents within our 
inner cities. The overwhelming experience of 
death due to homicide and other violent causes 
coupled with the insensitivity of law enforcement 
and other large institutions has taken its toll on 
our urban centers.

POV   Disability, Poverty and the Bible: 
Implications for Christian Social Work 
Amber Davis, MSW              
This session will cover social work domains for 
interfacing with persons with disabilities who 
qualify for Supplemental Security Income (SSI). 
Biblical principles will be tied into the discussion 
as tenets of Christian social work and application 
for working effectively with neuro-diverse 
populations.

Fundraising Based on Social Work Principles, 
Ethics and Practices 
Robert Day, MSW, MDiv              
All helping is dependent on resources. Social work, 
ministry, or serving people in general, requires 
appropriate funding. This workshop will outline 
fundraising principles, methods and activities 
based on established social work ethics and best 
practices.

Conservative Christian Beliefs and Sexual 
Orientation in Social Work Education 
Adrienne Dessel, PhD, LMSW;  
Denise Levy, PhD, LCSW; Tanya Brice, PhD, MSW   
This workshop will engage participants in an 
examination of the intersection of conservative 
Christian beliefs and sexual orientation within 
social work. This will include a range of Christian 
doctrines, homophobia and conservative Christian 
values, and intergroup dialogue methods for 
resolving tensions.
<Note: Presenters include representatives from the 
Caucus of LGBTQ Faculty and Students in Social Work.>

Church Being the Church:  
Organizing Christians with Privilege 
Mary DeYoung 
The church as a whole has the potential to be a 
powerful force for dynamic and immense change 
in not only our cities but our nation. Despite the 
church’s resources, privilege, connections and 
common foundation this community has been 
underutilized. This presentation explores not only 
why Christian social workers should access this 
community more in trying to bring out shalom 
but also some practical ways social workers could 
begin this process.

The Inspired Workplace: How Building 
Community at Work Unlocks Organizational 
Potential 
Hugh Drouin, PhD, RSW; Marv Franz, MDiv, MBA        
For most of us, the majority of our adult life is 
spent at work. We have passions, ambitions 
and dreams for the impact we hope to make. 
But whether we realize our potential depends 
on the kind of workplaces we find ourselves in. 
The sobering reality is that many people work 
in organizations that dash their hopes. There is 
a growing yearning for a new kind of workplace 
that can breathe life back into its people. We call it 
“The Inspired Workplace”.

“I Am an Inferior PK”: Effects of Congregants’ 
Expectations of Pastor Kids 
Rene Drumm, PhD, MSW; Alina Baltazar MSW;   
David Sedlacek, PhD, MSW    
This presentation explores the critical problem 
of congregants’ expectations of clergy children. 
Results from survey and focus group data reveal 
significant levels of stress associated with these 
expectations. Christian social workers can play 
a key role in alleviating these stressors through 
increased congregational education and advocacy.

re   The Ferguson Machine Has a Broken Spin 
Cycle: Is There a 21st Century Fix? 
Jacqueline Dyer, PhD, MSW, LICSW              
Discussions about Ferguson and subsequent 
and related events often provide information 
that seems to defy synthesis, both systemically 
and systematically, for finding a path of true 
Shalom.  This presentation offers a way through 
the media coverage themes toward opportunities 
for Christians in Social Work that encompass 
completeness, soundness, and welfare.

Exploratory Study of Black Church Perspective  
on Helping Tradition 
Andrew Edwards, MSW, MDiv, PhD      
This study was conducted using volunteer 
respondents who were members of approximately 
30 different protestant churches. All of the 
participating churches were primarily African-
American in their membership and identity. Five 
respondents per church filled out a questionnaire 
concerning social views and values related to 
helping traditions. The study was conducted in a 
mid-western urban region.



Embracing the Spirit in Clinical Supervision 
Dexter Freeman, DSW, LCSW              
There is a dearth of training that is provided to 
counselors, psychologists, and social workers 
in how to effectively incorporate spirituality 
and religious constructs into the therapeutic 
environment. As a result, practitioners have to 
rely upon the wisdom, knowledge, and skill of 
clinical supervisors to develop the competency to 
effectively integrate spirituality in clinical practice. 
This presentation show supervisors how complete 
this task.

Engaging Congregations in Community Practice 
John Gavin, MSW              
How can we best engage local congregations 
in faith-based community programs? This 
presentation draws on initiatives made over 
two decades by the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination to strengthen and expand the 
work of their local congregations in community 
ministry. Using congregation-based case studies, 
this presentation will provide an overview of a 
10-step process for developing local community 
ministries or faith-based organizations.

Students’ Journey to Professional Development 
Rachel Goode;  Cassandra Boyd;  
Cini Bretzlaff-Holstein, MSW, LSW;  
Lisa Doot Abinoja, MA, LCSW
This workshop will share one BSW program’s 
approach to preparing professional skills in 
students through a series of increasingly intensive 
professional development activities emphasizing 
the implicit curriculum. Participants will learn 
about the time frame and content of these events, 
its connection to the student portfolio, as well 
as the lasting importance of professionalism in 
practice.

So you Want to Start a Local Chapter for 
nACSW? Let’s Talk! 
Glenda Gordon, MSW              
Though Christian social workers may love God and 
man, it is too hard to go it alone with our passions 
and needs, especially once we are buried under 
layers of politics and personalities. Fellowship 
in a local chapter of a professional Christian 
association like NACSW is one of the best ways 
to develop the strength needed to go on. Let’s 
dialogue about how what we did in California can 
help you develop local groups and strengthen 
resilience.

Educate, Empower, and Enlighten a Community 
on Autism 
Lori Goss-Reaves, DSW, MSW, LCSW, ACSW              
This workshop will focus on community based 
participatory action research. The participants 
will learn the results of a study whose purpose 
was to explore how formal and informal services 
impact parental stress. The participants in the 
study identified their unmet needs and created an 
action plan for community change.

Courageous Teaching nOW! 
Mari Ann Graham, PhD, MSW, LISW              
The life and teachings of Parker Palmer are 
instructive to Christian social work educators who 
struggle to have their inner lives more accurately 
reflected in contexts that don’t always support 
their faith. A practicing Quaker, he challenges 
the faithful to integrate the contemplative and 

action-oriented dimensions of their teaching in: 
The Active Life: A Spirituality of Work, Creativity 
and Caring. This workshop will explore his pithy 
teachings.

BSW Student Perspectives of Social Work  
and Its Impact on Missions 
Isaac Gusukuma, PhD, LMSW-IPR, ACSW,  
Lauren Ribera; Emily Steele; Ashley Edwards 
Drawing on the knowledge, skills, and values 
acquired through their social work education and 
based on personal experiences with missions, 
BSW students discuss how they grappled with 
questions related to vocation and faith and will 
share how social work has influenced their vision 
and conduct of missions and social ministries.

Spirituality and Mood: A Quantitative Study  
of nursing Home Residents 
Shelby Haisley; Kelsey Cushing; Karyn Ribbens   
As the elderly population continues to grow, more 
and more people begin to enter into nursing home 
facilities. Some depend on spirituality as a coping 
mechanism. The purpose of this research study 
is to discover if a relationship is present between 
spirituality and mood in Midwestern nursing home 
residents. Comparisons will be made between 
spiritual and non-spiritual residents in both faith-
based and secular nursing homes.

Assessing Gender Equity Knowledge in  
Faith-Based Higher Education 
Stephanie Hamm, MSW, PhD;  
Rachel Slaymaker LMSW        
In an effort to measure knowledge of gender bias, 
researchers in a faith-based university used The 
Knowledge of Gender Equity Scale to measure 
faculty in faith-based institutions in Texas. This 
new knowledge will identify the state of gender 
equity knowledge in faith-based academia in 
Texas.

Call to Arms: Semi-professionals’ Callings Fill 
Gaps in Professional Human Trafficking
Candace Hansford, PhD            
During a qualitative phenomenological study to 
understand case managers’ experiences working 
with human trafficking survivors globally, themes 
emerged, as many participants were not trained 
social workers assisting in human trafficking 
services because of perceived insufficient services 
provided by government and professional 
agencies. The question warranted: Are any 
services better than no professional services?

A Place for Social Work  
at the Human Rights Table
Lisa Hosack, PhD, LMSW              
Human rights work has increased as knowledge 
has grown about the myriad examples of 
violations such as trafficking, modern day slavery, 
and inconsistent law enforcement. Social work 
has much to contribute to this conversation, 
but we haven’t always been confident in this 
growing practice area. As prominent human 
rights organizations look to hire social workers, 
however, we need to better understand our  
key role.

.............Workshops continued on page 10.............
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re   Ferguson, Police Relations, and  
Faith Community Response 
Lanny Endicott, DMin. LCSW, LMFT              
This workshop takes a look at Ferguson, Missouri: 
shooting of unarmed black teen, Michael Brown, 
by white police officer Darren Wilson, resulting 
demonstrations, the police response, and 
eventual rioting. Background issues, smoldering 
for years, contributed to the violent eruption. 
This workshop provides important solutions going 
forward, including those of the faith community.

Pope Francis and the Church of Mercy 
Dorothea Epple, PhD LCSW              
Pope Francis has a clear vision for the church to 
bring God’s mercy where ever suffering, division 
or injustice exists. He is bold enough to confront 
the divisions in the church and our world and 
gracious enough to recognize God’s mercy and 
grace for all. His challenge can speak to each of us 
as Christian Social Workers to have the courage to 
trust in Jesus’ mercy, ignite the flame within and 
share with others.

re   Organizing and Developing Leaders within 
Communities of Color 
Ryn Farmer, MSW; Alexis Christensen, MSW        
Communities of color are often marginalized and 
alienated from their surrounding neighborhoods 
and from critical community processes that 
directly affect their quality of life. This workshop 
will explore organizing within communities of 
color, specifically using cultural humility and 
grassroots leadership development as tools to 
mobilize and grow communities from within.

The Development of Community-Based Services 
for Highly Vulnerable Children 
Dennis Feaster, PhD, LMSW              
This workshop describes local efforts in and 
around the city of Zhengzhou, Henan, China to 
care for vulnerable children with disabilities. These 
efforts include initiatives to provide community-
based services for at-risk children and families, so 
as to reduce the reliance on institutional orphan 
care through prevention and deinstitutionalization 
programs.

Directing a Congregation’s Community 
Ministries-Looking Back after 27 years 
Jane Ferguson, MSW              
After serving as a Church Social Worker for all 
these years I can honestly say that I would use the 
same methods to develop a Community based 
ministry as I used to begin a program in 1988.  
Why? Because it worked then and still does.

Using Service Learning to Leverage Field Training 
and Faith Partnerships 
Catherine Fisher, MSW, LCSW              
This presentation describes an innovative 
approach to designing service learning projects 
and leveraging community partnerships to 
develop new field training sites. Faculty engaged 
students in developing grant proposals for fifteen 
faith-based agency partners between 2008 and 
2014. Resulting benefits and challenges of service 
learning projects and faith-based partnerships will 
be discussed.



.............Workshops continued from page 9............
A Powerful and Frank Discussion of Empathy  
at a Christian University 
Rhonda Hudson, PhD, LCSW              
The skill of empathy is important for any social 
worker, but even more so for Christian social 
workers, who have the “mind of Christ.”

Developing the Mindset and Practices for 
Productive Scholarly Writing 
Mackenzi Huyser, PhD;  
Michael Sherr PhD, LCSW; David Sherwood, PhD
Writing, even for research and scholarship, is 
a creative form of expression that involves a 
cognitive and emotional mindset. It also involves 
developing effective behavioral habits. This 
conference presentation invites participants to 
begin reflecting upon the mindset and practices 
attuned to experiencing the joy of productive 
writing, research and scholarship.

Korean American Christian Coalition  
for Urban Ministry/Ex-Offender Reentry 
Brent In, LCSW;  
Philip Hong, PhD; Thomas Kenemore   
Extant social issues of mass incarceration and 
poor ex-offender reentry outcomes in the inner 
city communities can be engaged by the recent 
immigrants such as Korean/Asian Americans 
through their mission driven community programs. 
Needs for community informed and research 
supported missional-business interventions are 
discussed along with newly developed TIP-XO 
curriculum that helps ex-offenders transform 
through their reentry process.

“Blessed Are Those Who Mourn”: Is our 
Response Comforting? 
Gwen Kapcia, LBSW, CT              
In response to Matt 5:4 “blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted” we 
ask ourselves as social workers, care ministers, 
etc. Is our response comforting? Increase your 
understanding of grief and loss and learn how to 
be more comforting and helpful to those who are 
in the midst of pain. We will explore program ideas 
and strategies aimed at meeting the needs of the 
bereaved.

Roots: nACSW’s Decade of Identity, 1950-60 
Edward Kuhlmann, MSW, DSW, ACSW              
The North American Association of Christians in 
Social Work (NACSW) was founded in 1950 as a 
series of annual conferences sponsored by the 
Wheaton College Sociology Department. We will 
explore the motives, process, and concerns of the 
founders which shaped NACSW in its first decade, 
and continue to influence it today.

Spirituality and Clinical Social Work 
Gregory Lamm, LICSW              
This workshop will link current clinical best 
practices with Christian social work. This will 
be explored from an individual, group and 
family perspective, as well as offering a brief 
organizational view. The ethical considerations of 
a Christian cultural world view in clinical practice 
will be a recurrent theme. Specific cases will 
enable discussion of Christ centered practice; a 
spiritual/clinical orientation within the helping 
relationship.

Using Resiliency Theory in Working with  
At-Risk Foster Adolescents
Kenneth Larimore, PhD, LISW-S 
The goal of this workshop is to: 1) educate 
child welfare practitioners about the impact of 
resiliency theory on the development and behavior 
of adolescents; 2) to educate child welfare 
professionals about how to intervene with at-risk 
adolescents by using the components of resiliency 
theory; and 3) to ensure that all adolescents in the 
child welfare system can successfully emancipate 
from the foster care system and be productive 
members of society.

Experiencing Shalom through the  
Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius 
Jennifer Leiter, MASFL, LSW, CDCA              
The Spiritual Exercises facilitate interior 
knowledge. Their purpose is to invite a person to 
search for and find God in every circumstance of 
life.

POV   Taking It to the Streets: Engaging in  
Radical Hospitality 
Joyce Litten, EdD, LISW-S              
Radical hospitality is a transformative model of 
social justice in action. Outreach or charity can 
maintain the unjust distribution of power and 
resources; radical hospitality is an exercise in social 
justice. This presentation focuses on a project 
“Food for Thought” that serves and engages “the 
stranger” through radical hospitality.

Families in Crisis - Partnering with Congregations 
David Lundberg, MSW, LSW              
Safe Families For Children (SFFC) was established in 
Chicago in 2002 by Lydia Home Association as a safe 
alternative for temporary placement of children at 
a time of family crisis. The concept of SFFC is to 
use the resources of referring family, host family, 
and the congregations of each. The presentation 
will include partnership representatives from 
suburban Chicago in describing how SFFC works 
on behalf of children and families.

Listen to the Voices: Child Advocacy Curriculum  
at the Undergraduate Level 
Barbara Matchette, MSW, LCSW              
Students studying to work in the child welfare 
realm seldom are prepared for the reality of 
child protection. Social workers, nurses, and 
law enforcement professionals receive limited 

education in child maltreatment which is often 
fragmented and spread out in a variety of courses 
with limited knowledge. The Child Advocacy 
Certificate provides concentrated studies in the 
area of child maltreatment that better prepares 
undergraduate students.

What Social Workers need to Know about 
Working with the Military 
Myrna McNitt, MSW; Kimberly Kick PhD, MSW        
Social workers need to understand the culture of 
working with the military and their families. All 
forms of family violence occur in military families. 
It is important to find ways for communities to 
intervene and reduce violence through the use of 
best practice methods.

Child Welfare needs of native American 
Children: A Bio-Psycho-Social-Spiritual 
Perspective 
Harmon Meldrim, PhD, LCSW-R              
Native American children are an underserved 
population with multiple needs for social work, 
medical, psychological and spiritual support and 
services.  In recent years many Native territories 
have developed their own court system to respond 
to the needs of Native Children and families and to 
prevent the placement of Native children outside 
the cultural of Native American children in keeping 
with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).

Integrating Prayer as a Mode of Treatment to 
Improve Clinical Outcomes 
Craig Miller, LMSW              
Learn about integrating faith with mental health 
practices to improve treatment outcomes 
in Christian and non-Christian settings with 
psychological and physical conditions. Hear 
examples of how prayer is used as a treatment 
modality to optimize healing outcomes especially 
with chronic emotional and physical conditions 
that impede the treatment progress.

Ecological Justice: A Call for Christian Social 
Workers 
Micalagh Moritz, LSW;  
Meredith Powers, MSW; Amber Jekot   
This workshop will explore the concept of 
ecological justice, providing a foundation of the 
Christian call for stewardship and care of creation. 
We will discuss social work’s unique role in 
promoting ecological justice for creation as well 
as humanity, while providing practical ways to 
integrate creation care into individual practice.

Sacred Relationships & Mild Dementia: 
Congregational & SW Implications 
Dennis Myers, PhD;  
Jocelyn McGee, PhD; Holly Carlson Zhao, PhD   
Relationships with God and loved ones are 
a powerful source of spiritual and relational 
encouragement for people with mild dementia. 
We document the role of sacred relationships 
in the early stages of this disease and provide 
recommendations for congregations and social 
workers interested in strengthening these life-
sustaining relationships.
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Social Work in the City Library: A new Frontier 
for Transforming Lives 
Adria Navarro, PhD, LCSW;  
Ingrid Clara; Alanna Kelley, Kara Riggleman
A community’s public library often functions 
as a vital community center, as it may provide 
a wealth of information and tools to enhance 
residents’ quality of life. Little is known about the 
role of social work in the public library. Drawing 
upon Christian principles of respect and justice, 
this study used participatory action research to 
determine if there were needs best addressed by 
social work services in this suburban city’s library 
setting.

PTSD, Moral Injury, and the U.S. Veteran 
Timothy Olsen, MSW              
This presentation provides an introduction to 
moral injury, existing research, and treatment 
approaches using examples from the presenter’s 
clinical experiences. Suggestions for addressing 
both PTSD and moral injury will be discussed, and 
attendees will discuss the role of Christian social 
workers and educators in supporting returning 
veterans.

Finding Meaning in Work: Calling and Life 
Satisfaction among BSW Students 
Erin Olson, MSW, LISW              
Social work education presents a unique 
opportunity for students to consider their “call” to 
the profession. Does having a sense of a distinct 
calling to social work have significant impact on 
other aspects of life? The presenter will discuss 
the results of a quantitative survey given to over 
100 BSW students who were asked to assess their 
sense of calling, life satisfaction, religiosity, self-
evaluations, and meaning in life.

POV   Faith Based Support for Traumatized 
Immigrant Families Living in Poverty 
Linda Openshaw, DSW, LCSW;  
Andrew McLane BS, MS; Chase Court   
Many immigrants and undocumented families 
in the United States lack basic necessities. Social 
workers must consider how trauma, poverty, and 
limited support has impacted immigrant children 
and families. By developing partnerships with faith 
based organizations, social workers can begin to 
build a supportive, therapeutic, and collaborative 
environment.

natural Disasters: Impacts and Opportunities 
Art Opperwall, MSW, LMSW;  
Len Blauwkamp, BA; Carrie Blauwkamp, BA
Natural disasters can devastate individuals, 
families, and communities. They also present 
unique and powerful opportunities. This 
presentation describes the various impacts 
of disasters, and reviews resources available 
following disasters. Mobilization of communities-
-those in impacted areas and those involved in 
helping--are described. With an effective recovery, 
communities are left more healthy, just, and 
resilient.

Promoting Congregation-based Social Activity 
for Older Adults 
Jee Hoon Park, MSW; Hee Song RN        
This systematic review offers an overview of 
understanding congregation as community center 
for older adults. Twenty-four articles published 
within this decade were collected for this review. 
A systematic review of articles on the impacts of 
congregation-based social support program for 
older adults was conducted to identify implications 
for social work practitioners and researchers as 
well as to explore gaps in available literature on 
this topic.

The Practicality of the Prince of Peace in Clinical 
Social Work 
Kim Parker, LCSW              
Utilizing Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Christian 
Social Workers can tap into Christian faith to make 
peace a personal reality. What would this personal 
peace look like? This workshop will help attendees 
see the connection between a social worker’s 
personal sense of peace and the professional use 
of self as a tool to aid Clients in their search for 
peace. Biblical counsel will be analyzed using a 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy approach.

How Do International Practicums Impact Faith 
and Worldview Perspectives? 
Elizabeth Patterson Roe, PhD
International practicums are great opportunities 
for students to combine their Christian calling to 
fulfill the Great Commission while studying social 
work. Based on qualitative research, this workshop 
will explore how international practicums 
impacted the faith and worldviews of participants, 
shifting their perspectives on international social 
work and missions.

Embryo Donation & Adoption: An Exciting new 
Family Building Option
Debra Peters, LMSW, LPC              
World-wide, one out of every eight couples will 
be diagnosed with the heartbreaking disease of 
infertility. Learn about a new, life-affirming family 
building option that is now available - Embryo 
Donation and Adoption.

The Transformational Power of Suffering 
Don Phelps, PhD, LCSW              
Painful emotions are a universal aspect of the 
human experience.  Each of us go through 
hardships, difficult times and turning points in 
life that include anger, fear, loss, loneliness, grief, 
guilt, sadness and pain. When we stop fighting, 
numbing and avoiding our emotions, we learn to 
turn towards, and better understand, that which is 
injured within us. Our suffering provides important 
lessons that can transform our lives.

A History of Charity: The Church’s Role in Social 
Service Provision. 
Nicholas Placido, PsyD, LCSW              
The church provides a “unique context” for the 
practice of social work. This presentation reviews 
the historical roots of charity in the church and 
describes the process of social services and the 
local church congregation collaboration as well as 
their individual involvement. It also exemplifies 
the benefits of church collaboration in more 
effectively serving communities and those in 
need. A number of case examples of collaboration 
are shared.

“you’re a Social Worker in a Church?”: Social 
Work Roles in Congregations 
Kimberly Rainey, LMSW              
It may come as a surprise to many that an 
individual can be a social worker and be called to 
work in the context of the church as a professional 
social worker. Using a variety of traditional social 
work roles, the presenter will share about how 
each of these social work roles is lived out in her 
calling as a congregational social worker in the 
context of benevolence and missions ministries in 
a rural church.

Let’s Play Ball!  The Use of Sport to Build 
Community 
Grant Rainey, MDiv; Kimberly Rainey LMSW        
Sport is a language which transcends culture. 
The United Nations recognizes that sports can be 
used as a transformative vehicle in communities 
to foster community and promote peace. Using 
historical and current examples, the use of sport 
to build community will be examined through the 
lens of social work.

nothing Works! How Can I Help My Eating 
Disordered Client?
Kristine Rand, RD, LCSW              
Many times someone presents to your office with 
severe depression, anxiety and/or PTSD. As you 
progress in your treatment plan, you discover that 
there is no mitigation of symptomology and you 
suspect an eating disorder. What is the impact of 
the eating disorder on his or her recovery process? 
Which eating disorders are the most important 
to treat? How should you formulate a treatment 
plan? What are the empirically validated 
interventions?

re   “Finding Our Breath”: Christian Social 
Worker in a Post-Ferguson America 
Mikal Rasheed, PhD, LCSW;  
Janice Rasheed, PhD., LCSW        
The “I Can’t Breath” movement represents the 
public outcry about racial divisiveness reflected 
in the killing of unarmed Black males. The work 
of Martin Luther King, integrated with antiracism 
social work practice models, provides a framework 
for Christian social workers “finding our breath” 
to engage in interventions supporting racial 
reconciliation.

A Graduate Student’s Guide to Data Collection 
and Research 
Andy Reynolds, MSW, LCSW              
This workshop provides strategies to approaching 
data collection and research, and will describe the 
presenter’s personal experience of beginning data 
collection while enrolled in a doctoral program. 
The aim for the presentation will be to provide 
practical advice and examples of how to join the 
research field as a student.

Cultivating Compassion: The Importance of 
Sabbath-keeping 
Britt Rhodes, LMSW; Alma Gast, BSW        
In a plugged in culture where busyness and 
productivity are valued, ceasing work and 
productivity is often unimaginable. Our cultural 
circumstances require intentionality in Sabbath-
keeping for the care of self, community and 
relationships and especially for bringing our 
attention to the life-giving movement of God in 
our lives. 

.............Workshops continued on page 12.............
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............Workshops continued from page 11...........
God’s Blueprint for Successful Fathering and 
Fatherhood 
Mark Robinson, MSW              
This workshop will focus on biblical principles 
for faith-based fatherhood practitioners. Most 
fatherhood programs attempt to equip fathers 
with the skills needed to overcome obstacles to 
responsible father involvement. However, the 
source of the obstacles still remains. Participants 
will learn to identify the source and be able to 
restore fathers back to the head of the family 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Social Workers’ Social networking Practices and 
Ethical Perceptions 
Christine Saladino, PHD, LMSW              
This presentation will share the results of a 
correlational research study which examined 
social workers’ attitudes and ethical concerns 
about social networking as related to social work 
practice. Implications and recommendations for 
policy and practice, social work education, and 
future research will also be discussed.

Ethical Decision-Making, Common Morality,  
and Christian Social Workers 
Scott Sanders, PhD
The need for enhanced ethical decision-making  
is as great as it’s ever been. Christian social 
workers may unintentionally be guilty of 
dismissing this in lieu of a worldview that stresses 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to guide decision-
making. Such a perspective may at the least  
be naïve and at the worst be morally arrogant. This 
workshop presents a framework consistent with 
a Christian worldview that will enhance ethical 
decision-making.

POV   Christian Social Work Practice with People 
Living in Rural Poverty 
Eric Saunders, MSW, LCSW              
19.3% of the population of the United States 
lives in rural areas. Those who live in rural 
areas, however, face significantly higher rates 
of poverty, especially children. New definitions 
of poverty, such as extreme poverty, show even 
higher impact in rural communities. Jesus gave 
the example of seeking out suffering people 
with no status and loving them. Lack of services 
in many communities means the church is their  
best hope.

The Use of Magic in Psychotherapy with Children 
Greg Scott, MSW              
The art of magic (tricks) has shown to deepen 
the therapeutic relationship with children. Magic 
has been a useful tool in working with uninvolved 
and distractible children. It can be used to build 
self-esteem, fine motor skills, problem-solving 
skills, memory retention, the ability to follow 
complex directions, positive reinforcement, set 

personal boundaries and be used as a diagnostic 
aid. Magic has also been an effective treatment in 
hemiplegia.

Social Work and Biblical Counseling: Curriculum 
Development 
David Sedlacek, PhD, LMSW              
Christian social work programs should take the 
initiative to go beyond teaching generalist social 
work counseling skills and beyond teaching 
traditional social work counseling theories. 
Students should also be offered biblical counseling 
courses that integrate faith and practice. 
This workshop explores how to structure this 
integration in the development of course content 
and modules on biblical counseling.

Ethical Integration of Christian Faith into 
Counseling Veterans 
Laurel Shaler, PhD, LCSW, LISW-CP              
Clients receiving clinical services through the 
Department of Veterans Affairs do not leave 
their faith at the door simply because they 
are receiving treatment at a federal facility. 
Therefore, clinicians need to be well-versed in 
how to ethically integrate the faith of the client 
into treatment. The focus of this presentation  
will be on the integration of the Christian faith.

LGBT Christian Experiences:  narratives of 
Family, Church, and Caregivers 
Jon Singletary, PhD, MSW, MDiv;  
Carolyn Cole, MSW
This workshop addresses social work practice 
with lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
(LBGT) clients. Evidence-based/ informed 
interventions are considered in the ethical 
integration of Christian faith and social work 
practice. It includes findings from a study seeking 
to identify best practices that integrate a range  
of experiences reflective of LGBT Christians.

The Enneagram: Implications of an Ancient Tool 
for Seeking Wholeness 
Jon Singletary, PhD, MSW, MDiv              
The Enneagram is an ancient tool known for its 
spiritual approaches to personality development 
and transformation. Its value is seen in how it is 
used to promote wholeness through a balance  
of head, heart and mind. We each overemphasize 
one of these functions and the Enneagram 
provides a unique Christian approach to 
balancing these through spiritual transformation. 
Implications for individuals, families, and groups 
will be considered.

Art of Invitation: Restoring and  
Renewing Relationships 
Katti Sneed, PhD, LCSW, MSW, LCAC;  
Debra Teike, MSW, LCSW        
Relationships are at the heart of Shalom. The 
Art of Invitation is a framework for building and 
restoring relationships, whether in a one on one 
situation or in “groups” of two or more. The Art 
of Invitation provides the learner with a process 
for enriching relational connection by use of 
simple tools and concepts which can be applied 
in personal, professional, faith-based, or secular 
settings.

The Role of Religion and Spirituality  
in Social Policy Practice 
Lori M. Sousa, LCSW 
This workshop will explore the role of spirituality 
and religion in social policy practice. It will present 
findings from a qualitative study that examines 
the process by which policy practitioners utilize 
religious and spiritual beliefs, values, practices, 
and experiences to inform social policy practice.

Shalom through Global Research:  
Faith and Ethics in Orphan Care 
Deborah Sturtevant, PhD, LMSW;  
Dennis Feaster, PhD, LMSW        
This workshop shares a model for faculty/student 
research in global settings. The focus is on a 
study in Lusaka, Zambia where the researchers 
studied the efficacy of a feeding program for 
orphans and vulnerable children. The research 
process and results of the study will be reported. 
Challenges for researchers working with faith-
based organizations are discussed and ethical 
considerations of global research are revealed.

Compassionate Competence:  
Understanding a Higher Order of Social Work 
Marian Swindell, PhD              
Compassionate competence is defined as “an 
ethically successful integration and transformation 
of knowledge, skills, attitudes, behaviors, and 
policies to sympathetically and consciously 
alleviate suffering”. This workshop explores the 
much needed progression of merely practicing 
cultural competence into the universal practice of 
compassionate competence, which encompasses 
a higher order of social work.

Perceived Seriousness of Human Trafficking in 
Small Communities 
Elizabeth Talbot, PhD; Yumi Suzuki, PhD        
Researchers present the findings of an exploratory 
research study with social service, health care, 
and criminal justice professionals in small urban 
and rural communities concerning the existence 
and seriousness of human trafficking in local 
communities. Findings suggest education and 
training would support prevention efforts and 
opportunities for intervention with victims.

Cultural Competency: Gaining Understanding 
through Language Acquisition 
Corinne Talbott, LBSW              
As Jesus became incarnate among us, we also 
can understand/be understood more profoundly 
by the populations we serve as we become 
present to them through culture and language. 
In this workshop we will look at practical ways of 
acquiring language and cultural skills.

Improving Maternal /newborn Health through 
Community Engagement 
Alan Talens, MD, MPH; Kohima Daring         
Community organization is an effective delivery 
strategy for maternal/newborn interventions 
to improve health outcomes. We will examine 
how empowerment and capacity building of 
civil society organizations linked communities 
with formal health systems resulted in increased 
intervention coverage, equity, sustainability, social 
capital, and ultimately the health outcomes of 
mothers and newborns.
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Workshops are listed alphabetically by primary presenter’s last name.  
Refer to the blue & pink workshop schedules found in the registration bag for the days and times of the workshops listed in this section.

POV  Workshops that focus on the topic  
of Poverty Alleviation

re  Workshops that focus on the topic of  
Racial Equality, Justice, and Reconciliation



Understanding the Tension: Christian Social 
Work Students and LGBT Clients 
Allison Tan, PhD, MSSA              
Based on an earlier study which polled Christian 
social workers about their attitudes, beliefs, and 
experiences serving LGBT clients, this workshop 
presents brand new data from a second study - 
this one focused solely on Christian social work 
students. Christian students from a nationwide 
sample of faith-based and secular programs 
shared valuable insights and honest reflections. 
We will use this rich data to engage in an important 
dialogue.

Deconstructing the Paradigm Shift of Social 
Outreach in Congregations 
Houston Thompson, EdD, MSW              
Congregational views and commitments to social 
outreach have significantly changed in recent 
decades. This presentation explores this paradigm 
shift by deconstructing the historical, sociological, 
and generational shifts influencing perspectives 
and practices of social outreach and ministry. This 
presentation will inform and explain much of the 
dynamic and direction of today’s congregational 
social outreach.

Developing Resilient Social Workers Utilizing 
Reflective Supervision 
Sandra Traudt, MSW, LICSW              
Frontline workers are at risk for compassion 
fatigue, lessened self-efficacy and reduced 
competency in the face of demanding caseloads 
and trauma narratives. Empathy, compassion, 
hope and possibility thinking diminish when faced 
with high levels of trauma stress. This workshop 
presents reflective supervision principles; trauma-
informed organizational practices; and trauma-
mediating initiatives designed by empowered 
workers.

Creating Generous Spaces for LGBT Students  
on a Christian Campus 
Curtis VanderWaal, MSW, PhD              
If Christian colleges want to retain Millennials in the 
church, they must develop more compassionate 
perspectives and generous spaces for the LGBT 
community. This presentation will describe one 
Christian campus’ efforts to create such spaces 
and propose policies, educational activities and a 
campus climate that promotes dialogue with and 
support for LGBT individuals.

Christian Perspectives on Power:  
Implications for Social Work 
James R. Vanderwoerd, PhD, MSW;  
Ken Stoltzfus PhD, MSW;  
Terry A. Wolfer, PhD, MSW   
What is power? Is power good or bad? How can 
Christians in social work understand and engage 
with power to pursue shalom? This session 
provides a forum to discuss these and related 
questions drawing on three recent books by 
Christian authors: Andy Crouch, James Davison 
Hunter, and David Koyzis.

Predicting Suicide Attempts: An Adventure in 
Structural Equation Modeling 
Alena Weeks, BS, Psychology, MSSW;  
Alan Lipps, PhD, LPC, LMSW        
This presentation will describes a master’s 
thesis that used structural equation modeling 
to answer the question: What is the nature 
of the relationships between demographic 
characteristics, parental attachment, peer 
acceptance, depression, traumatic symptoms, and 
adolescent suicide attempts? The presentation 
includes an overview of literature, presentation of 
results, discussion of findings, and implications for 
further research and practice.

The Use of Self: Modeling Christ in Teaching, 
Advising and Mentoring 
Jan Wrenn, MSW, LMSW; Margaret Howell, MSW        
This workshop provides a framework for modeling 
Christ in teaching, advising and mentoring students 
on Christian college campuses. Grounded in the 
Appreciative Advising Model (Bloom, et. al, 2008), 
we explain theoretical influences, describe how 
the “use of self” can be successfully integrated 
into the student-teacher relationship and provide 
tools for working with students.

POV   Engaging Congregations in the Work of 
Preventing and Ending Homelessness 
Raechel Wrona, BA
The Congregational Partnership Program was 
started in 2007 for congregations to participate in 
the work of ending homelessness. The program 
educates and engages congregations in best 
practices of ending homelessness for families 
through prevention and rapid rehousing services. 
Congregations participate in providing rental 
assistance and relational support in a housing-
first, strength-based approach.

Talking about Research 
Leslie Wuest, PhD              
This workshop offers participants an opportunity 
to share information about their research ideas 
and encourage each other to design, implement, 
and publish research. All those interested in 
research are invited, from seasoned researchers 
to students who would like support as they design 
projects.

Social Work Ethics and Assisted Reproduction 
Robert Zylstra, EdD, LCSW              
Advances in assisted reproduction, once 
seen as futuristic, are becoming increasingly 
commonplace. From surrogacy to frozen embryos, 
Christian social workers dealing with family 
planning issues need to be familiar with the 
challenges and opportunities associated with 
assisted reproduction in order to assist their 
clients in making reasoned, morally grounded 
decisions.

DSM Goes to Hollywood: Using Movies to  
Teach Psychiatric Diagnoses 
Robert Zylstra, EdD, LCSW              
The images and emotions portrayed in popular 
movies can be used very effectively to teach as 
well as to entertain. This presentation will examine 
clips from Hollywood movies portraying mental 
health issues. We will focus on identifying possible 
psychiatric diagnoses using DSM symptom 
patterns to refine and enhance the diagnostic 
process.
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We are pleased to announce that NACSW 
Convention 2015 will include opportunities 
and activities for our youngest members 
and attendees. Through an initiative 
called “Emerging Leaders,” NACSW is 
making a concerted effort to engage and 
meet the unique needs of our students, 
young professionals (less than 5 years of 
experience) and young scholars (under age 
35). If you fall into one of these categories, 
there are some events under consideration 
for you!

See the Emerging Leaders flier in your 
registration bag for more information on the 
following proposed events.

Vocational Panel
Finding your calling in a field as broad  
as social work can be challenging. Come 
listen to a panel of experienced practitioners 
from across the micro – macro spectrum 
talk about their work and how they got into 
it. This is a great opportunity to network. 
Panelists have agreed to be involved because 
they want to walk alongside you as you think 
about the future.

Grad School?
Should you work first or go right to grad 
school? MSW? PhD? MDiv? Is a public 
university or a private Christian school right 
for you? A panel of faculty and admissions 
staff from a variety of institutions offers 
advice on making decisions about what 
comes next.

Social Mixer
Spend an evening in downtown Grand 
Rapids with other emerging social work  
professionals and students.

If you have questions about the Emerging 
Leaders group, please send an email to:  
emergingleaders@nacsw.org.

Emerging Leaders

Supporting 
Social Missions

NACSW is working with Camden Printworks 
to provide t-shirts for convention 
volunteers. Camden Printworks was 
started in 1990 by UrbanPromise Ministries 
in Camden, NJ to create jobs and provide  
on-site job training for Camden’s youth. 
Visit www.camdenprintworks.net to learn 
more about this organization.



We are expecting approximately 400 social workers, church leaders, educators, 
students, and professionals in faith-based organizations to spend three days in 
professional development workshops and plenary sessions at Convention 2015. 

If you are interested in being a convention supporter, purchasing a bag  
stuffer, or exhibiting at the convention, a completed agreement form with full 
payment must be received by October 23, 2015.

Download an agreement form at www.nacsw.org/conv_head_text.html

Sponsorships
NACSW invites you to sponsor a food event or 
speaker at Convention 2015 to promote your 
organization and show your support for the work 
of social workers and other professional leaders 
commited to service through congregations 
and faith-based organizations. Interested 
organizations may sponsor a specific event 
at the convention such as a plenary session, 
preconvention training institute, or food event, 
and in exchange will receive public recognition, 
a free exhibit, and free registrations for some 
of their staff. Sponsorships typically start at 
$1,000. Download an agreement form at  
www.nacsw.org/conv_head_text.html.

Bag Stuffers
Your organization can place an advertise-
ment piece in our convention registration bag  
to increase contact with convention attendees. 
Organizations must send a completed bag stuffer 
agreement form with payment to the NACSW  
office (info@nacsw.org or PO Box 121, Botsford, 
CT 06404) by October 23, 2015. 
For $110, organizations can provide NACSW with 
400 pieces of a one page flier or promotional 
item which will be placed in convention bags 
given to each attendee upon registration. The or-
ganization purchasing the bag stuffer is required 
to mail their bag stuffer items to:
 NACSW 
 c/o Kelly Bowers 
 Wellspring Lutheran Services 
 1715 Sutherland Dr. SE 
 Kentwood, MI 49508
Items must arrive no later than October 30, 
2015 to be included in the convention bags.

Exhibits
Each year over 20 organizations exhibit at the 
NACSW convention. Exhibitors must send a 
completed agreement form with payment by 
October 23, 2015. Prices for exhibit space are 
as follows:

• NACSW Organizational Member..... ....$184*

• Non-profit organization.......................$368*

• For-profit organization........................$420* 

  * Note: Each exhibit payment includes 
complementary convention attendance for  
one exhibit booth staff member (excluding  
admission to the Saturday Banquet). 
Exhibitors requiring electricity should contact 
the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel Convention 
Service Department directly at (616) 776-
6400 for price information and reservations.

Exhibits will be located in the Rotunda Lobby 
and will be open during the following hours:
• Thursday, November 12 (12:00pm–10:00pm)
• Friday, November 13 (8:30am–7:00pm)
• Saturday, November 14 (8:30am–1:00pm)

NACSW anticipates the heaviest exhibit foot 
traffic during the opening reception and  
coffee breaks which will be held at the 
following times:
•  Thursday, November 12  

(5:00pm-7:00pm and 8:30pm-10:00pm) 
• Friday, November 13 (9:45am-10:15am)
• Saturday, November 14 (9:45am-10:15am)

14

Registration Desk Hours

Location: Registration 1, Concourse Level
 Thursday 

7:45am–7:15pm;  
8:30pm–9:30pm

 Friday 
7:45am–11:45am;  
12:45pm–6:15pm;  

7:15-7:45pm
 Saturday 

7:45am–11:45am;  
12:45pm–4:45pm;  
5:45pm–6:45pm;  
9:00pm–9:45pm

 Sunday 
8:00am–8:30am;  

10:00am–10:45am

For additional information please contact 
NACSW at 888-426-4712, www.nacsw.org 

or info@nacsw.org

More Information
Message Board

There will be a bulletin board near  
the registration table for posting  

information, such as  job ads. Use this 
board at your discretion; no posting  

approval is needed.
Name Tags

Your name tag is your “admission ticket” 
into all sessions. Please wear your  

name tag at all times. 
Meals

The Thursday evening Opening  
Reception and scheduled coffee breaks  

are included in your registration.  
The Saturday evening banquet  

is included with full registration.  
Extra tickets for the banquet are available 

for purchase at the registration table  
until Saturday morning.  

You are responsible for all other meals.  
See the restaurant list in your  

registration bag or ask at the hotel front 
desk for information about  

local restaurants.
Grievance Procedures

Any individual who has a complaint 
regarding any aspect of this Convention 

is encouraged to communicate in writing 
(by mail or email info@nacsw.org)  
to the executive director of NACSW 

within 30 days following the Convention. 
The executive director will conduct  

a review and respond in writing within  
30 days of receiving the complaint.  
For more information contact the  
NACSW office at 888-426-4712.

NACSW reserves the right to change 
speakers and/or topics due to  

unforeseen circumstances. 
 

Promoting Your Organization



Print name      Degree/Credentials 

Email     Phone 

Organization 

Address 

City    State / Province      ZIP  

Current nACSW Member?   yES   [     ]        nO   [     ] Are you a social worker?     yES   [     ]        nO   [     ]
First nACSW Convention?    yES   [     ]        nO   [     ] If ‘no,’ what is your profession or current status? 

Early Bird Registration Dates*: nACSW Member non-Member**

Full Registration $235 $310
(Does not include Preconvention Training Institutes)

One Day Only $120 $160
(Does not include banquet)

Banquet Only (Saturday November 14, 2015) $50 $50
(Note: Full registration already includes banquet)

Fill out and send in this registration form today for Convention 2015 in Grand Rapids. You may also register and 
submit payment for the convention by visiting our website at www.nacsw.org and clicking on the convention logo. 
To be eligible for special early-bird rates, please submit this completed form and payment by October 23, 2015 to: 
NACSW, PO Box 121, Botsford, CT 06404. After October 23, 2015 rates go up by $25.

Calculate your Registration Amount

1. $_____Registration Fee (from above)

2.  $_____ Banquet Only ($50 – For guests or one-day 
registrants attending Saturday only)

3.  $_____ Preconvention Institute(s) 
Thursday, November 12, 2015

  Check 1 Full-day or 1 or 2 Half-day Sessions 
  (Cost not included in full registration) 
 [  ] Option 1: Full-day (9am-4pm) — $80 
  “Trauma Focused Care–One Christian Agency’s  
  Work to Bring Shalom to Refugees” 
  Bethany Christian Services
 [  ] Option 2: Half-day (9am-12pm) — $45 
  “Respect, Opportunity and Beauty: The  
  Three Currencies of Shalom Communities” 
  Inner City Christian Federation (ICCF)
 [  ] Option 3: Half-day (9am-12pm) — $45 
  “Congregational Social Work in 2015” 
  Dr. Terry Wolfer
 [  ] Option 4: Half-day (1pm-4pm) — $45 
  “Grappling with Faith: Teaching with  
  Decision Cases” 
  Dr. Terry Wolfer & Dr. Mackenzi Huyser
4. $_____Continuing Ed. Credit (CEUs) ($40) 

     License #___________________________________

5. $_____ Registration postmarked after  
October 23, 2015 ($25)

6. $_______________________totaL amount Due

Payment Method

1. [  ] My check or money order is enclosed 
        and made payable to: NACSW

        or

2. [  ] My credit card info is provided below:                                                                                
[  ] Visa    [  ] Mastercard    [  ] American Express

Credit Card Number 

___________________________________

Card Expiration Date  
___________________________________

Billing Address and Zip Code 
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
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*    After October 23, 2015, rates go up 
by $25.

** [    ]  Check here if you would prefer 
NOT to become a member of 
NACSW at this time. Please note 
that your registration  
rate for the Convention as a non-
member will be the same  
whether you check this box  
or not.

notes
•  Full registration rates include all 

plenary sessions, workshops, Opening 
Reception, Saturday Banquet, and 
refreshment breaks. 

•  All registration rates are in U.S. Dollars; 
for Canadian rates, please multiply by 
the current exchange rate.  

Refund Policy
Refunds, minus a $25 processing fee, 
are available, if requested, until October 
23, 2015. After this date refunds are not 
available.

Request for Accommodations
Please contact NACSW, 888-426-4712, 
at least 30 days before the Convention 
if you would like to request a special 
accommodation.

Non-member rate includes free  
NACSW membership for six months

Non-member rate includes free  
NACSW membership for six months

Registration



North American Association of 
Christians in Social Work
www.nacsw.org 
info@nacsw.org 
888-426-4712  http://www.nacsw.org/socialmedia.htm

For up-to-date information about the 2016 Convention,  
please visit www.nacsw.org or contact the NACSW office 

at 888-426-4712 in December.

November 17 - 20, 2016
 

Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza 
35 West Fifth Street 

Cincinnati, OH  45202

Coming in 2016!

This brochure was printed using  
10% post-consumer waste.

reasons to  
join us in  
CinCinnati  
in 2016:5 

1  Network with hundreds of social work practitioners, 
educators, counselors, church leaders, and students.

2  Earn up to 19.75 CEUs for participating in a variety of 
workshops, keynote sessions and preconvention training 
institute sessions. Participate in workshop sessions that focus 
on areas of specific interest to Christians in social work.

3   Learn from colleagues about a wide range of topics, 
including a choice of over 125 workshops and poster 
sessions, preconvention institutes, and plenary sessions.

4  Bring back new ideas and resources to equip you to 
ethically integrate Christian faith and social work practice.

5   Worship and fellowship with NACSW members from 
a wide variety of Christian denominations and from diverse 
human service settings across the United States, Canada, 
and beyond!

Building Bridges


