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A History of East Liberty- Pittsburgh, PA

· 1960s and 1970s housing trends shift, increase in high-rise apartments

· Concentration of poverty

· Majority black residents

· Crime and drug issues
· 1990s

· Nationally: HUD policy systematically dismantles public housing

· 1992 HOPE VI program

· Elimination of dense public housing to create mixed-income housing

· 3,749 public units eliminated in Pittsburgh between 1990 to 2007

· Locally: East Liberty Development Inc. (ELDI)

· 1999 community plan: A vision for East Liberty
· Began project and collaborated with developers, government and spearheaded the development that has taken place in the last 20 years
· 2000s

· Massive economic developments

· Luxury housing and high end retailers
Gentrification in East Liberty
· Most of the new housing in East Liberty is developer owned rental housing. The following developers received direct or indirect public subsidies to build rental housing in East Liberty: 

· TCB: 481 mixed-income units 

· McCormack-Baron Salazar: 280 mixed-income units 

· S&A Homes: 41 affordable units 

· Walnut Capital: 555 luxury units 

· Mosites Corporation: 360 luxury units 

· ELDI: 85 mixed-income units 
· A net of 764 deep subsidy units lost from 2000-2015

“Of critical importance will be selecting a developer that can transform this area into a safe and desirable neighborhood that will attract a new demographic.” - StreetWorks Market Plan for East Liberty
Community Demographic Trends of East Liberty
	
	2000
	2010

	Race


	Black: 75.4%

White: 18.9%
	Black: 67.5%

White: 25.0%

	Median Family Income
	$21,791
	$34,330

	Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
	15.6%
	25.7%

	Same householder since 1990 to 2000
	72.1%
	8.9%


(University Center for Social and Urban Research [UCSUR], 2015) 

The Rippey Street Christian Community

· Symbolic creation in 1974 by Pete Steen

· 5 Community plants

· Pittsburgh, Bradford, Beaver Falls, New Castle, Meadville

· Key Structures

· School

· Community

· Business

· Conferences

· Pittsburgh site planted 1982

· Began as 3 families

· Currently dozens of families networked on the street and neighborhood

· Over 30 individuals on email server

Interviews with the Rippey Street Christian Community

· Interviews with members of the intentional Christian community
	Positive Changes in Past 20 Years
	Negative Changes in Past 20 Years

	New businesses
	Displaced residents

	Safer
	Poverty/crime moved not solved

	Repopulation of abandoned spaces
	Unaffordable even for middle income families

	More connected to other neighborhoods
	Loss of trust

	More beautiful
	Speed of change resulting in errors


· Role of Race

· “Illusion of inclusion”

· Bare minimum being done while still targeting white, upper middle-class, young professionals 

· Lack of diversity within the intentional community

· The Role of Christians in Community Building and Gentrification

	Relationship
	Support local business

	Advocacy
	Skilled helpers

	Being present
	Stewardship

	Peacemaker
	Education

	Vision
	Hope


· Solutions

· Each community member is active in the neighborhood in their own way

· Formal organizations, churches, and business participating in process

· Personal

· Individual connections, relationships, and intentional engagement

· Community

· Using church as conduit for just homeownership, being fair landlords
· Policy

· Organizing and advocating

· Using models from around the world focused on supporting and protecting the most vulnerable
