Heaven’s Hope
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Heaven is an actual place prepared by our Father God somewhere beyond earth (John 14:1-6).  It is a place with indescribable beauty and perfection (I Corinthians 2:7-9).  Revelation 21 and 22 describe as a holy city with twelve gates of pearl, walls of crystal clear and brightly shining jasper, streets of pure gold, and foundations made of every kind of precious stone.  A river with the pure water of life runs through it with many trees of life bearing twelve kinds of fruit and healing leaves for the nations on each side of the river.  Revelation even describes heaven’s actual length, height, and depth to show us that there is room for all who believe.   Even with these magnificent descriptions, much about heaven is a mystery, which makes it so exciting!
Heaven is an actual place prepared by our Father God especially for His redeemed people for eternity (John 14:1-6).   It is a perfect place where believers are made perfect in Christ.  It is full of perfect love and perfect rest.  Heaven is a place where believers continually worship, praise, and serve the Lord.  We will celebrate God’s goodness, greatness, sovereignty, glory, and His Name and Person there (Revelation 4:8-10).  We will rest without becoming bored ((Rev. 14:10-13), serve God without getting tired (Rev. 22:3), and worship without distraction (Rev. 19:1-8).  We will love being in heaven with God (Psalm 17:15!

There is absolutely no sin in heaven, and neither is there any sorrow, pain, sickness, suffering, death, or darkness (Revelation 21:4)  Just as hell is a resting place for people who live and die in their sins and choose to reject Jesus Christ as their Savior (Luke 16:26; John 3:18), heaven is the final resting place of people who chose to confess their sins and receive the forgiveness and eternal life offered only by grace through faith in Christ Jesus (John 3:16, I John 1:9; Ephesians 2:8-9).  Only those who receive Jesus as their Savior, whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life can enter (Rev. 5:9-13; 21:27)   To enter heaven, the body must first die and be judged or Jesus must rapture, resurrect and change them (Hebrews 9:27-28; I Thessalonians 4:13-18).
Heaven is a place where believers can look forward to living because it is God’s City, the place where He dwells (I Kings 8:30).  God is everywhere so heaven does not limit Him (I Kings 8:27; Psalm 139:8), but heaven must be His favorite place because His throne is there (Psalm 103:19; Isaiah 57:15).  There are many mansions in our Father’s House which He has prepared especially for us (John 14:2).  So we will dwell with Him in His presence (Hebrews 9:24) and with other believers and the angels (Luke 15:10).  Our true citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).  

In heaven, we will be able to recognize each other, but we will not have our current physical bodies. We will be absent from the body, but present in spirit with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).  At some point, the Lord will resurrect and change the bodies we have now into glorified bodies that are designed to live in heaven (I Corinthians 15:12-19, 35-54).  Our new bodies will be imperishable, powerful, spiritual, and glorious, permanently eternal and physically perfect!  We will become more like Christ and be able to see Him as He is (I John 3:2)!  We will see and dwell with our Savior Jesus!  Plus, we will be able to fellowship with our loved ones who died in Christ and enjoy the company of the great Bible saints (Mt 8:11; 17:3-4; Luke 22:17-18).    
Some people fear death because they don’t understand heaven or God.  They may erroneously think that death is a form of “soul-sleep” or nothingness or a place of “Purgatory.”  Or maybe they believe in reincarnation or annihilation.  But these beliefs are not Scriptural. The death of believers is precious to the Lord because they are joined with Him in heaven (Psalm 116:15).  Death has no hold over believers and we have nothing to fear because Jesus conquered sin and death on the Cross (I Corinthians 15:54-57)!

Ecclesiastes 7:2 states that it is foolish not to think about and prepare for death and eternity.  Colossians 3:2 encourages believers to “set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” We are to live today for heaven tomorrow.   An eternity with Christ should affect all our relationships, activities, goals, and situations.   Since death is not the end of us and everything we do affects our eternity, we have to live faithfully.  Heaven is our hope!  This hope makes living on earth more manageable because we have Jesus with us now and know that nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8: 22-23).  This world of sin has marred us but through Christ, we are changed and we long of the time and place where we will finally be made perfect in Him (Hebrews 12:23).  God invites us to join Him now and forevermore!
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Scriptures about Heaven
Ecclesiastes 3:11 “God has planted eternity in the human heart.”

2 Corinthians 5:1 “When this tent we live in—our body here on earth—is torn down, God will have a house in heaven for us to live in, a home He Himself has made, which will last forever.”

Philippians 3:7 “I once thought all these things were so very important, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done.”

I Corinthians 2:9 “”No mere man has ever seen, heard, or even imagined what wonderful things God has ready for those who love the Lord.”

Psalm 33:11 “God’s plans endure forever; His purposes last eternally.”

Hebrews 13:14 “This world is not our home; we are looking forward to our everlasting home in heaven.”

2 Corinthians 5:6 “…every moment we spend in these earthly bodies is time spent away from our eternal home in heaven with Jesus.”

John 14:1-2 “Do not  let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many room; if it were not so, I would have told you so.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  I will come back and take you to be with Me that you may also be where I am.  You know the Way to the place where I am going.”  John 14:6 “Jesus said, ‘I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.’”

Psalm 16:11 “You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”

Luke 23:43 Jesus to the believing thief on the cross: “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”

John 3:5-7 “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at My saying, ‘You must be born again.’”’

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not die, but have everlasting life.”

Philippians 3:20-21 “But our citizenship is in heaven and it is there that we are expecting a Savior, Jesus Christ.  He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of His glory by the power that also enables Him to make all things subject to Him.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”
For more about heaven, read: Ezekiel 1: 4-26, Isaiah 6:1-8; I Corinthians 15, Luke 16: 19-31, Revelation 4:1-11, and Revelation 21 and 22, etc.
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