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Refugee Fact Sheet
· A refugee has legal status in the United States and is legally allowed to work and go through the process to apply for U.S. citizenship. A refugee “is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war, or violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group. Most likely, they cannot return home or are afraid to do so. War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing their countries.”

· 50% of the world’s refugees are children 

· Refugees make up approximately 10% of the 1 million immigrants granted lawful permanent residence in the U.S. each year.

· There is very strict screening of refugees admitted to the U.S., including thorough background checks.
,
  This process often takes two years.

· Every year, the U.S. welcomes 50,000-70,000 refugees

· Per capita, Lebanon and Jordan received the most refugees in 2015.
 The U.S. ranked 14th, per capita.

· Refugees have to start paying back their plane ticket six months after arrival.

· Refugees in Ohio are eligible for 8 months of cash assistance and medical coverage. After that, they are eligible for government benefits available to any U.S. legal resident based on income;
 however most of the refugees that World Relief Akron serves are working within a month of resettlement. Their benefits diminish based on income.
· Refugees are more likely to start businesses than U.S. born citizens

· Refugees living in cities with population decline, such as Akron and Cleveland, have been found to have the most positive economic impact on their community.3,6      
· In 2012, $4.8 million was spent on refugee services in Cleveland. During the same year, refugees invested $48 million back into the economy and provided at least 650 jobs to local residents.

· In 2013, Akron refugees had more than $23 million dollars in spending power (disposable income after paying taxes and social security) and contributed more than $3 million dollars to state and local taxes.
 
� http://www.unrefugees.org/what-is-a-refugee/


� http://www.cnn.com/2016/09/07/world/unicef-report-on-child-refugees-and-migrants/


� Pewresearch.org


� https://www.uscis.gov/refugeescreening


�https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/11/20/infographic-screening-process-refugee-entry-united-states


� http://worldreliefakron.org/refugee-resettlement


�http://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2015/06/18/the-countries-with-the-most-refugees-per-1000-inhabitants-infographic/#316202142c0a


�http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/09/24/how-the-u-s-compares-with-other-countries-taking-in-refugees/


�http://www.uscripayments.org/


� http://jfs.ohio.gov/refugee/index.stm


� https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/09/10/the-big-myth-about-refugees/


� http://www.hias.org/sites/default/files/clevelandrefugeeeconomic-impact.pdf


� http://www.renewoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Welcome-to-Akron_Partnership-for-a-New-American-Economy_June-2016.pdf
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