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Dual Interests, Dual Degrees: Social Work & Theological Education

Rebecca Smith
MDiv/IMSW Candidate 2016
Boston University School of Theology
Boston University School of Social Work

History of Dual Degree Program at
Boston University Course Integration

“While I do not know the exact year the term “dual degree” was T : :
adopted, the reality is that the School of Social Work grew out of the By COUﬂtIng courses that are pertment to both

deaconess training school that gave rise to the School of Religious social work and theology toward both degrees

Education and Social Service. These later split into the School of Simultaneously and by integrative field
Social Work and the School of Religious Education, which later then ’

merged back into the School of Theology. placements, students are able to cut off a
So the dual degree goes back to the fact that the School of Social | | significant portion of the time it would take to

Work grew out of the urban deaconess training movement, that : 1
worked alongside and took courses at the School of Theology, and Complete both degrees If taken SeparatelY-

vice versa.
Our dual degree goes back to the very origins of social work, as Dean of Students Dr. Bryan Stone
a form of urban outreach closely tied to mission work by women. Boston University School of Theology
These women took courses in evangelism, urban sociology, and also
nursing.”

Dana L. Robert, Ph. D
Boston University School of Theology
Director of the Center for Global Christianity and Mission

Dual Degree MDiv/MSW - 96 Theology + 67 Social Work (need 96 + 65)
(Note: Dark Red shaded courses are S5W courses that fulfill 5TH requirements; Dark Blue shaded courses are STH courses that fulfill S5W reguirements)

Dual Degree MTS/MSW - 66 Theology + 67 Social Work (need 64 + 65)
(Note: Dark Red shaded courses are SSW courses that fulfill STH requirements; Dark Blue shaded courses are STH courses that fulfill S8W requirements)

Year 1 Year 2 - SSW Foundation Year Year 3 Year 4
(24sth + Gssw) (9sth + 33ssw) (31sth + 6 ssw) (32sth + 22ssw)
Fall — 15 credits Fall - 15 credits Fall — 19 credits Fall — 16 credits
| STH TF 701 Reading the World [ S8W CP759 Intro to Clinical Practice (3) STH TTTXX Theology IT (4) STH Free Elective (4)

Year 1 Year 2 - SSW Foundation Year Year 3
(24sth + 6ssw) . (9sth + 33ssw) (33sth + 28ssw)

Fall — 15 credits Fall — 15 credits Fall - 18 credits
| STH TF 701 Reading the World I (4) SSW CP759 Intro to Clinical Practice (3) STH Cluster 3 Elective (4)****

STH TO 704 Intro to Hebrew Bible (4) SSW MPT759 Communities & Organizations (STH Free | STH Contextual Action-Reflection (CAR) Group (1)
Elective) (3)
STH Cluster 1 Elective (4)**** SSW WP700 Social Welfare Policy I (3) SSW MP773** Human SSW CPXXX
Services Management Advanced Clinical
(STH Free Elective) (3) Elective for Clinical
Students (STH Free
Elective) (3)
| SSW HB 720 Human Behavior (3)* SSW SR744 Social Work Research 11 (3) SSW FE 803 Field Ed ITI (4) - (Meets STH
SSW FE800 Field Ed Seminar (0) Contextual Ed Requirement and must be taken with
Spring — 15 credits SSW FE801 Field EA 1(3) CAR Group above). Counts toward Theology 50%
[ STH TF 702 Reading the World 11 (4) | load.

\ STH TN 721 Intro to New Testament (4) | Spring — 18 credits SSW HB 735 Implications of Racism (3)
| STH Cluster 2 Elective (4)**** SSW MP781** Note: A 6-hour block of | (STH Free Elective)

SSW SR 743 Social Work Research I Community Organizing three courses (CP 770, SSW Elective A (3)

(3)* (STH Free Elective) (3) 771, and 772) replaces the | (STH Options are available)

SSW MP783** Planning two MP courses to the left
(STH Free Elective) (3)
SSW Elective B (3) STH Free Elective (4)***
(STH Options are available) (SSW Elective A, B, orC)
SSW WP701 Social Welfare Policy IT (3)* STH Free Elective (4)***
SSW FES00 Field Ed Seminar (0) (SSW Elective A, B, or C)

SSW MP759 Communities & Organizations STH Cluster 1 Elective (4) 'STH Cluster 2 Elective (4)***
(STH Free Elective) (3) (SSW Elective A, B,orC)
SSW WP700 Social Welfare Policy I (3)* STH Cluster 3 Elective (4) SSW MPTT73** | 55W CPXXX
‘ | Human Services | Advanced
SSW HB 720 Human Behavior SSW SR744 Social Work Research IT (3) Hebrew Bible II Elective (4) | Management Clinical Elective
(3)* {STH Free for Clinical
Elective) (3) Students (STH
Free Elective)
(3)
SSW FES00 Field Ed Seminar (0) SSW HB 735 Racial Justice (STH | SSW FE 803 Field Ed ITI (4)
Cluster 2 Elective) (3) |
SSW FE801 Field Ed I (3) STH TF 821 ITP (1)

Spring — 15 credits Spring — 18 credits Spring — 15 credits Spring -16 credits

i STH TF 702 Reading the World IT | S8W MP7&1** Note: A 6-hour block | STH TH&XX Church History 11 STH Track Specific Elective (4)

[ (4) Community of three courses (CP (4

Organizing (STH 770, 771, and 772)

‘ Free Elective) (3) replaces the two MP

| STH Cluster 3 Elective (4) SSW MP783** courses to the left for | STH Cluster 1 Elective (4) STH Free Elective (4)
Planning & Program | Clinical Students (SSW Elective A, B, or C)
Development (STH " '

 Free Elective) (3) | |

| STH TN 721 Intro to New S8W Elective B (3) MNew Testament IT Elective (4) | S5W 5P741 Social Work Practice

| Testament (4) (STH Options are available) Ethics (Fulfills Practices of Faith —

| Part 2 Ethics requirement) (3)

SSW SR 743 Social Work S8W WP701 Social Welfare Policy IT (3)* SSW Elective A (3) SSW FE 804 Field Ed IV (4)

Research [ (3)* {(STH Options are available)

S8W FER(D Field Ed Seminar (0) STH TF 822 ITF (1)

SSW FE802 Field EAIT (3) R '

S5W Elective HB (3)-Prerequisite is HB 720

(may be taken earlier in the fall if availahle)

* These courses may be taken prior to matriculation in S8W

** These three courses are interchangeable as to when they are taken

%% While the category C elective for SSW can come from A, B or C, STH Cluster 2 courses cannot, as a general rule, simply substitute for Category A or

Category B electives in S5W.

SSW FE802 Field Ed I1 (3) SSW SP741 Social Work Practice Ethics (3)
SSW Elective HB (3)-Prerequisite is HB 720 (may be | (STH Free Elective)
| taken earlier in the fall if available) S5W FE 804 Field EA IV (4)
* These courses may be taken prior to matriculation in SSW
** These three courses are interchangeable as to when they are taken
*** While the category C elective for SSW can come from A, B or C, only approved STH courses can count here.
**%** These three courses are interchangeable as to when they are taken

Social Justice Cultural Competence

“Religion has long played a vital role in the promotion of social “The dual degree program in social work and theology
justice and social welfare. Our program honors that tradition Inspire graduates in both their clinical work and in

while preparing students to meet the 21st century challenges community practice to keep an open mind to understand
LB W st wulnclelale, el Melks) st opRiesste people from different faiths and to encourage actions
members of our communities.” that promote social justice. These are thoughtful

Phillipe Copeland, Ph.D, LICSW graduates who make us proud to be social workers.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Director, Dual Degree Program in Social Work and Theology Gail Steketee, Ph.D

Boston University School of Social Work Dean of the Boston University School of Social Work School

Other Schools with Dual Degree Programs Shared Educational Values

Candler (Emory) (MDiv) and University of Georgia (MSW) _ _ _ _ _
Duke Divinity (MDiv & U.N.C. Chapel Hill (MSW) social justice passion community
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (MDiv)& University of Pittsburgh local education integ rity

School of Social Work (MSW) : : :
University of Chicago Divinity School (MDiv) Irving B. Harris professmnallsm cultural social work

School of Public Policy Studies (MSW) theology service love dialogue

Baylor University (MDiv/IMSW) : :
The University of Texas at Austin (Mdiv/IMSW compassion Justice mercy
Advocacy global
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