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Social Justice 
  

“Religion has long played a vital role in the promotion of social 
justice and social welfare. Our program honors that tradition 
while preparing students to meet the 21st century challenges 
facing the most vulnerable, marginalized and oppressed 
members of our communities.” –  
 
Phillipe Copeland, Ph.D, LICSW 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Director, Dual Degree Program in Social Work and Theology 
Boston University School of Social Work 

    

  

History of Dual Degree Program at 
Boston University  

 “While I do not know the exact year the term “dual degree” was 
adopted, the reality is that the School of Social Work grew out of the 
deaconess training school that gave rise to the School of Religious 
Education and Social Service. These later split into the School of 
Social Work and the School of Religious Education, which later then 
merged back into the School of Theology. 
     So the dual degree goes back to the fact that the School of Social 
Work grew out of the urban deaconess training movement, that 
worked alongside and took courses at the School of Theology, and 
vice versa. 
      Our dual degree goes back to the very origins of social work, as 
a form of urban outreach closely tied to mission work by women. 
These women took courses in evangelism, urban sociology, and also 
nursing.” 
Dana L. Robert, Ph. D 
Boston University School of Theology  
Director of the Center for Global Christianity and Mission 

Course Integration 
"By counting courses that are pertinent to both 
social work and theology toward both degrees 
simultaneously, and by integrative field 
placements, students are able to cut off a 
significant portion of the time it would take to 
complete both degrees if taken separately.”  
 
Dean of Students Dr. Bryan Stone 
Boston University School of Theology  

 

Cultural Competence  
 

“The dual degree program in social work and theology 
inspire graduates in both their clinical work and in 
community practice to keep an open mind to understand 
people from different faiths and to encourage actions 
that promote social justice.  These are thoughtful 
graduates who make us proud to be social workers. 
 
Gail Steketee, Ph.D 
Dean of the Boston University School of Social Work School 

Other Schools with Dual Degree Programs 
 
 Candler (Emory) (MDiv) and University of Georgia (MSW) 
 Duke Divinity (MDiv & U.N.C. Chapel Hill (MSW) 
 Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (MDiv)& University of Pittsburgh 

School of Social Work (MSW) 
 University of Chicago Divinity School (MDiv) Irving B. Harris 

School of Public Policy Studies (MSW) 
 Baylor University (MDiv/MSW) 
 The University of Texas at Austin (Mdiv/MSW 
 
 

Rebecca Smith 
MDiv/MSW Candidate 2016  

Boston University School of Theology 
Boston University School of Social Work  

Shared Educational Values 
 
social  justice         passion      community   
         local        education   integrity             
professionalism      cultural    social work    
theology        service          love           dialogue        
compassion              Justice       mercy 
                    Advocacy                global  
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