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tanya Brice earned a BS in Social Work from South Carolina State Uni-
versity, a MSW from the College of Social Work at the University of South 
Carolina, and a PhD in Social Work from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. She is an Associate Professor at Baylor University’s School of Social 
Work. She has also served as Director of the MSSW program at Abilene Christian 
University and as an Assistant Professor at the University of South Carolina’s 
College of Social Work. Her research interests include social welfare history, 
with a particular focus on the contribution of African American women in the 
development of the profession. She has authored several articles and presented 
at national conferences on this topic. Her research also includes the impact of 
race relations on Christianity and the examination of structural oppression and 
its impact on vulnerable populations. 

ronald Carr, the Founder and Executive Director of the Snohomish 
County Police Athletic League, is a professional counselor and mental health 
professional in Washington State. With a BA in Social Science and a Master’s 
degree in Counseling Psychology, he has over thirty five years of experience 
working with gangs in Chicago, Minneapolis, and the Seattle metropolitan 
area. Mr. Carr served three years as an Adjunct Professor in Sociology at Puget 
Sound Christian College and is currently teaching criminal and juvenile justice 
at Everett Community College. 

rick Chamiec-Case earned a BA in Philosophy from Wheaton College, a 
MAR in Religion from Yale Divinity School, a MSW from the School of Social 
Work at the University of Connecticut, and a PhD in Social Work from Fordham 
University. He has been the Executive Director of the North American Association 
of Christians in Social Work since 1997, and an adjunct professor of social work 
at Nyack College in New York City since 2008. He worked for a number of years 
as Senior Vice President at ARI of Connecticut, whose mission it is to provide 
homes and jobs for people with disabilities.. Dr. Chamiec-Case has written and 
presented at conferences on various topics addressing the ethical integration 
of faith and social work practice, and has research and scholarship interests in 
the areas of spirituality in the workplace and faith-based social services. He has 
been the managing editor of Social Work and Christianity since 1997.

Diana r. Garland received her BA, MSSW, and PhD degrees from the 
University of Louisville. She is Professor of Social Work and inaugural Dean 
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of the School of Social Work, Baylor University, Waco, Texas, where she has 
served on the faculty since 1997. She previously served as Dean of the Carver 
School of Church Social Work at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Kentucky. She is author, co-author, or editor of 18 books. The most recent are 
Inside out Families; Living the Faith, together and Flawed Families of the Bible: 
how God Works through Imperfect Relationships. The second edition of her book 
Family Ministry: A Comprehensive Guide (InterVarsity Press) is forthcoming; 
previously, it won the 2000 Book of the Year Award of the Academy of Parish 
Clergy at Princeton Seminary. She has published more than 100 professional 
articles and book chapters. She has received more than $7 million in research 
and program grants since coming to Baylor in 1997, from organizations such as 
Lilly Endowment, Inc, Pew Charitable Trusts, Inc., the Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion, the Henry Luce Foundation, and the Ford Foundation. 

helen Wilson harris earned a BA from the University of Mary Hardin-
Baylor in Belton, Texas, MSW from Our Lady of the Lake University in San 
Antonio, Texas and Ed.D. from the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. Presently 
she is a Senior Lecturer at the Baylor University School of Social Work where 
she teaches across curriculum. Previously Helen served as Director of Graduate 
Field Education and Director of Field Education for ten years. Prior to coming 
to Baylor, Helen was the founding director of the first hospice in central Texas 
and served for eight years as foster care and independent living director at The 
South Texas Children’s Home. Helen’s research and practice interests are chil-
dren’s loss and grief, physical and mental health, end of life care, and faith-based 
child care and adoptions. She has written in the area of spiritual formation, grief 
and bereavement and educational administration. 

David r. hodge received his PhD from the Brown School of Social Work at 
Washington University in St. Louis. Currently, he is a senior nonresident fellow 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s Program for Research on Religion and Urban 
Civil Society. He is also an Associate Professor in the School of Social Work at 
Arizona State University, where he teaches graduate courses on spirituality, cul-
tural diversity, and spiritual assessment while overseeing the doctoral program. 
Dr. Hodge is an internationally recognized scholar on the topic of spirituality and 
religion. His scholarship has been featured in over 100 peer-reviewed journal 
articles, encyclopedia entries, book chapters, and conference presentations, as 
well as in newspapers and other popular media around the world. Forthcoming, 
is a second edition of his book, Spiritual Assessment: A handbook for helping 
Professionals (NACSW, 2003). 

Crystal r. holtrop earned her BSW from Dordt College and her MSW from 
the University of Iowa. She has 14 years of experience as a Clinical Supervisor 
and Marriage and Family Therapist at Catholic Charities. A clinical member of 
the American Association of Marriage and Family Therapy, she has conducted 
in-service trainings, facilitated workshops, and participated in the redesign of 
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a two-county social service delivery system. Currently, she is enjoying being a 
stay-at-home mother and homeschooling her two children, Rachel and Esther. 

Beryl hugen received a BA from Calvin College, a MSW from Western 
Michigan University, and a PhD from the University of Kansas. He is Professor 
(emeritus) of Social Work at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He 
has served as a board member and publications editor for the North American 
Association of Christians in Social Work. He has published papers on mental 
health, the integration of Christian faith and social work practice, and social 
work history. He is co-editor of Spirituality within Religious traditions in Social 
Work Practice (Brooks Cole, 2001) and Christianity and Social Work: Read-
ings on the Integration of Christian Faith and Social Work Practice, 3rd Edition, 
(NACSW, 2008). 

timothy James Johnson received a BS in Bible Social Work from Philadel-
phia Biblical University, a MSW from the University of Pennsylvania, and a PhD 
in African American Studies from Temple University. His dissertation research 
was a study of the Black Church in America. In addition he completed extensive 
course work toward the PhD in social work and social research at Bryn Mawr 
College. With close to 32 years of teaching in higher education, he is Emeritus 
Professor of Social Work at Roberts Wesleyan College. He also served as associate 
professor of social work at Eastern University, and associate professor of Church 
Social Work at the Carver School of Church Social Work at The Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY. A former NACSW board member, 
Timothy is the author of a number of articles, including NACSW’S 2002 Alan 
Keith Lucas lecture - “Reconciliation: a Paradoxical Idea and Ideal for Christian 
Social Work in the 21st Century,” also published in the journal Christianity and 
Social Work. His current areas of teaching in social work education are social 
justice and ethics, macro social work, social work practice theory, human be-
havior in the social environment, and congregational and community practice 
theory. He currently serves as Program Director of Johnson Master Consulting, 
working to bring excellence to human service angencies. 

Dennis r. Myers received a BA from Baylor University and a MSSW and 
PhD from the University of Texas at Austin. He is the Kronzer Professor of 
Family Studies and Professor of Social Work. He serves on the editorial board 
of Social Work and Christianity. Dr. Myers was recognized as a Distinguished 
Teacher by the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education and as an expert 
Gero-Ed Center Expert Trainer by the Council on Social Work Education. He 
is the principle investigator for the Danny and Lenn Prince Initiative for Qual-
ity Long-term Care with Older Adults that provides research, evidence-based 
practice models, educational programs, and practical resources to strengthen 
the care environment of residential facilities and to enrich the personal and 
family life of older persons who reside in them. He is also the co-principal in-
vestigator for the Bilingual Mental Health Scholarship Program for Accredited 
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Social Work Programs, funded by the Hogg Foundation (2008-2013). During 
the period between 2002 to the present, Dr. Myers authored or co-authored 26 
journal articles in the areas of social work practice, educational gerontology, 
adult caregiving, productive aging, and faith-based community services. 

elizabeth Patterson received her BA in social work from Mount Vernon 
Nazarene College and her MSW from Roberts Wesleyan College. Presently, she is 
associate professor and field coordinator at Malone University in Canton, Ohio. 
Elizabeth is currently working on her dissertation for a PhD in social work at Me-
morial University of Newfoundland, Canada. Her dissertation research explores 
how international practicums in social work have influenced participants’ career 
choices and practice approaches. Previously, Elizabeth practiced international 
social work in a faith-based setting through serving as the coordinator of social 
services for Veritas in Sighisoara, Romania and as a faculty member for the 
Romanian Studies Program. Elizabeth has published and presented on various 
topics related to international social work and study abroad. 

Mary anne Poe earned a BA from Vanderbilt University, a MDiv from The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, and a MSSW 
from the University of Louisville. Presently she is Professor of Social Work, 
BSW Director, and Director of the Center for Just and Caring Communities at 
Union University in Jackson, Tennessee where she has taught since 1996.. She 
served previously as a congregational social worker in churches in Minnesota 
and Kentucky. Her research and practice interests are how to engage congrega-
tions in effective and culturally sensitive ministry in the community, social and 
economic justice, and relationships among faith-based organizations, congrega-
tions, and other social service providers. She has published case studies and the 
Instructors Resources for Christianity and Social Work 3rd Edition.

Julia Pryce earned at BA in Psychology from Kenyon College, an MSW from 
the University of Michigan, and a PhD in Social Work from the University of 
Chicago. Presently, she serves as assistant professor in the School of Social Work, 
Loyola University, Chicago, She has worked in faith-based services for youth, 
adolescents, and families impacted by the child welfare system. Her research areas 
include the use of positive youth development (including mentoring) among 
system-involved youth, and social work education, particularly as it relates to 
incorporating social justice into social work pedagogy. Dr. Pryce’s research has 
been funded by the Department of Health & Human Services and the Office of 
Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention and includes collaboration with an 
interfaith youth development program in the South of India. 

David a. sherwood, BA, Lipscomb University; MSW, Bryn Mawr; PhD in 
Social Work from the University of Texas, Austin. He has helped develop BSW 
and MSW programs at Christian colleges and universities, including Baylor 
University, Roberts Wesleyan College, Gordon College, and Oral Roberts Uni-
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versity. He has written extensively on ethics and topics related to the integra-
tion of Christian faith and social work practice. Dr. Sherwood is a co-editor of 
Spirituality and Religion in Social Work Practice: Decision Cases with Teaching 
Notes. He has served two terms on the Commission on Accreditation of the 
Council on Social Work Education, continues to do Commissioner visits with 
programs in candidacy for accreditation, and consults with social work programs 
in Christian colleges and universities. Dr. Sherwood has served on the Board 
and as President of the North American Association of Christians in Social Work 
and is Editor of the journal Social Work & Christianity. 

Jon singletary received his BA from Baylor University. He then earned an 
MDiv from the Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond VA, and his MSW and 
PhD in Social Work from Virginia Commonwealth University. He currently serves 
as the Diana R. Garland Endowed Chair of Child and Family Studies and as As-
sociate Dean for Baccalaureate Studies in the Baylor University School ofSocial 
Work. While at Baylor, he has helped create the Strengthening Congregational 
Community Ministries Project, the Baylor Interdisciplinary Poverty Initiative 
and the Texas Hunger Initiative, garnering more than $2 million in external 
funding. Prior to coming to Baylor, he served as pastor at the Richmond Men-
nonite Fellowship and as community organizer for the Society of St. Andrew 
food gleaning program and the Greater Area Richmond Health Care for the 
Homeless project. Most importantly, he is married and father to four children. 

hope haslam straughan earned a BA from Samford University (Alabama), 
a MSW and Certificate in Theology from the Carver School of Church Social 
Work at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (Kentucky), and a PhD in 
social work from Barry University (Florida). Presently she is Interim Chair and 
Associate Professor of Social Work at Wheelock College, and the Director of the 
MSW program (Massachusetts). Previous social work experience has been as 
consultant to APERFOSA (Spain) around the establishment of an AIDS hospice, 
serving as a Volunteer Foster Care Case Reviewer for the Department for Children 
and Families, and co-leading a dynamic collaborative within the community of 
Codman Square (Boston) in order to improve the lives of children and families 
in a diverse, impoverished, and complex neighborhood. Her research interests 
include spirituality within social work practice with children and families, 
spiritual development across the lifespan, transracial adoption narratives, and 
community and organizational collaboration. She is currently working with two 
other NACSW members to establish a MA Chapter of NACSW, and serving as 
a board member for FAMILY, Inc. 

allison tan received her BSW from Taylor University, her MSSA from Case 
Western Research University, and her PhD in Social Work from Loyola University 
of Chicago. She worked for more than seven years in the field of HIV, both as a 
program director at a faith-based community health center and as a consultant. 
Her dissertation research focused on models of peer-based HIV prevention ser-
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vices. In addition to her academic experience and HIV work, she has also done 
a number of presentations on faith-based work with the LGBT population, and 
has served as a consultant to The Marin Foundation in Chicago. She is currently 
an adjunct instructor of social work at Loyola and Dominican Universities. 

James r. vanderwoerd received a BA from Calvin College,a MSW from 
Wilfrid Laurier University, and a PhD from Case Western Reserve University. 
He is currently Professor of Social Work at Redeemer University College, and 
was formerly the Social Work Program Director at Dordt College. He worked for 
seven years as a community researcher with the Ontario government’s innova-
tive prevention project Better Beginnings, Better Futures. He is the co-author 
of Protecting Children and Supporting Families (Aldine de Gruyter, 1997), and 
has published articles in Christian Scholar’s Review, Social Work & Christianity, 
Journal of Baccalaureate Social Work, Critical SocialWork, nonprofit Management 
& Leadership, and Canadian Social Work. His research and teaching interests 
are in prevention of violence against women on college campuses, religion and 
non-profit organizations in social welfare, and social welfare policy and history. 

Gaynor I. Yancey is Professor or Social Work and Associate Dean for Bac-
calaureate Studies in the School of Social Work, Baylor University, Waco, TX. 
She received her BA from East Texas Baptist University, the M.R.E. degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, the M.S.W. degree from Temple 
University, and the D.S.W. degree from the University of Pennsylvania. She 
previously served as Assistant Professor at Eastern University in St. Davids, 
PA. She worked for over 25 years as a Congregational Community Ministries 
Director, working with congregations in Philadelphia, PA. She has authored and 
co-authored numerous professional articles and book chapters, predominantly 
focused on congregational community ministry. Since coming to Baylor in 1999, 
she has received more than $3.5 million in research and program grants from 
organizations such as Pew Charitable Trusts, Inc., Christ is Our Salvation, Bridge-
way Charitable Trust, and the Baptist General Convention of Texas. In 1983, Dr. 
Yancey was the first recipient of the Clovis A. Brantley Award for Outstanding 
Service in Christian Social Ministries in the United States. In 2004, she received 
the Marie Mathis Award for Outstanding Life Achievement in Lay Ministry. 
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