Mw"'m 4%%%,

anu“““'"w;% North American Association of Christians in Social Work
A Vital Christian Presence in Social Work

PO Box 121
Botsford, CT 06404

A witol Chrietion presene in Socval Work WWW.Nacsw.org
888.426.4712

THIS FAR BY FAITH: THE ROLE OF THE BLACK CHURCH IN
MINISTERING TO FAMILIES AFFECTED BY DEPLOYMENT

By: Melody Brackett, Ph.D., Martha Sawyer, DSW and Deborah
Riddick, Ph.D.

Presented at:
NACSW Convention 2010
November, 2010
Raleigh-Durham, NC




This Far By Faith:

The Role of the Black Church In Ministering
To Families Affected By Deployment

NACSW Conference
November 13, 2010

Presented by:
Melody Brackett, Ph.D., Martha Sawyer, DSW, and Deborah Riddick, Ph.D.



Outline of Workshop

CSWE and The Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards
(EPAS)

Establishing a partnership between the Black Church and military
families living in rural communities

Educate the faith community about the impact of deployment on
families

Black Church as an Informal Support System

Spiritual strategies to help families cope with deployment



The Problem

* Military families in
rural communities are
often unaware of

services and resources Mihtaw

* Military families face Fam]ly
difficulties accessing PSEOR
services and resources




The Black Church:
Informal Support System

* The Black Church has historically addressed a wide
range of problems and needs (e.g., spiritual, social,
economic, political, and cultural) of Black families in

their communities
(Bositis, 2006; Hill, 1999; Lincoln & Mamiya, 1990)

 The Black Church has historically used their own
resources (e.g., money, volunteers, and space) to

address varying problems and needs
(Lincoln & Mamiya, 1990)



The Black Church:
Informal Support System (Cont.)

Black Churches
continue to provide a
variety of services to
individuals, groups, and
families in their
communities with their
OWh resources




Results From Survey of Black Pastors

(2008)
Black Pastors from rural counties m\ﬁ-
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What is Deployment?

A term used to indicate
the movement of an
individual or military
unit within the United
States or to an overseas
location to accomplish a
task or mission

(Department of Defense, 2008) Sisspcrt OurTioops
CFC #11381
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Until Every One Comes Home*



Phases of Deployment

Pre-Deployment Phase
Deployment Phase
Post Deployment Phase

Reintegration Phase

(Department of Defense, 2008)



Pre-Deployment Phase




Deployment Phase:
Challenges




Deployment Phase:
Opportunities
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Post-Deployment Phase

Role
Reorganization

Role Confusion Resentment




Reintegration Phase

» Relief
» Hope

> A sense of
closeness

» Excitement/Joy




Spiritual Strategies:
Faith and Works-Bridging the Gap

7
* How the church [ ngtrg;iaels
can help families for Goping with
who are affected

Deployment,~
by deployment:




Spiritual Strategies:
Faith and Works-Bridging the Gap (Cont.)

1. Develop Strategies/Cadre of COMMITTED people to
minister to military members and their families

2. Design and implement a “watch care” ministry for
military families

3. Communicate regularly with parents, siblings, as well
as spouses (total mental health secondary trauma

issues)



Spiritual Strategies:
Faith and Works-Bridging the Gap (Cont.)

4. Create support groups facilitated by veterans
and/or dependents

5. Offer financial management or budget
counseling

6. Provide practical support for spouse and
dependents left behind



Spiritual Strategies:
Faith and Works-Bridging the Gap (Cont.)

7. .Prfy rt.eg“'?lr'\:; a“tﬂ THE TASK AHEAD OF YOU,
intentionally for those
deployed and at home IS NEVER AS GREAT
AS THE POWER BEHIND
8. Send care packages YOU.
9. Support the United Service . “ 'y \

Organization (USO) . !

/‘ \
10. Help the military member |
and family in the reunion ‘ h

process

(Baptist General Association of Virginia Churches)




Resources to Assist Families

» Family Assistance
Centers

(www.myarmylifetoo.com)

» Air Force OneSource-
Real Help...Anytime,
Anywhere...

(www.airforceonesource.com)

» Army OneSource

(www.armyonesource.com)

» Navy OneSource

(www.navyonesource.com)

» Marine Corps
Community Services
One Source

(www.Mccs.org/MCFTB/OneSource/index.cfm)
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Contact Information

Melody G. Brackett, Ph.D.
mabrackett@mail.ecsu.edu

Martha B. Sawyer, DSW
mbsawyer@nsu.edu

Deborah A. Riddick, Ph.D.
dariddick@mail.ecsu.edu







