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During his first few weeks in office, President Bush was quoted as saying, “A compassionate society is one which recognizes the great power of faith. . . . We in government must not fear faith-based programs, we must welcome faith-based programs.'' (Associated Press – NY - 01-26-01). Through this workshop the audience will be introduced to a model that can help churches, government and community organizations work cooperatively and collaboratively with families seeking to leave the welfare system and move beyond poverty.
 

Workshop participants will be guided through a process enabling them to take the ideas introduced in the workshop back to their home churches and communities and begin to develop the type of relationships that will lead to transformational change – both physical and spiritual – in their clients, families, churches, social service organizations, and communities.
 

Presentation Assumptions: 
  
**There is a key role for churches and faith-based organizations in the welfare and poverty debate, but many need help in developing and articulating a vision for that involvement. Churches and FBOs have much to offer, but they also have much to learn. 
  
**Lay people within Christian congregations need to experience individual and social ministry from a transformational change perspective and be prepared not only to give but also to receive. 
  
**Churches and public and private human services can work collaboratively but it takes vision, leadership, trust and structure to be successful. 
  
**Christians in social work can help congregations through creative consultation and skill building. Social work can be a more effective profession through empowering the church as an effective “mediating structure.” 

