Social Work on the Front Lines: Crises in a Changing World
By Lawrence Ressler
This presentation includes presentations on the following topics:

Homeland Security: Understanding Terrorism - Explores the causes of terrorism and constructive responses through the lenses of conflict transformation from a faith perspective 

Social Work on the Front Lines: Crises in a Changing World - Recounts the experience of 70 social work faculty and students from Roberts Wesleyan College in responding to the World Trade Center disaster in cooperation with The Salvation Army and its faith-based approach. 

Developing Coalitions: Churches and Social Workers as Partners - Explores how social workers can partner with churches to respond to social needs 

Presentation Learning Objectives

· To define conflict, and understand terrorism as an extreme/destructive means to resolve differences· 

· To explore alternative responses to differences that do not result in violence, including responses that draw on the faith community 

· To describe the role that social work faculty and students played in the WTC disaster response, including how their faith related to their work 

· To share lessons learned by this group in the WTC disaster response 

· To explore various models of church responses to social needs 

· To identify barriers and keys to getting churches involved in addressing social needs in partnership with other community organizations

Presentation Outline

Session 1: Understanding Terrorism 

A. Overview of Conflict Transformation through the Eyes of Christian Faith 

B. Defining Terrorism 

  Understanding Terrorism 

  The Personal Dimension 

  The Relational Dimension 

  The Structural Dimension 

  The Cultural Dimension 

C. Reducing the Need for Terrorism 

D. The Role of Communication 

E. Discovering Constructive Solutions 

F. Balancing Truth, Mercy, Justice and Peace 

Session 2: Crisis in A Changing World 

A. The Integration of Faith and Works: A Brief Review of the Salvation Army and Roberts Wesleyan College Social Work Education Models 

B. The World Trade Center Crisis 

C. The Salvation Army / Roberts Wesleyan College Disaster Response 

D. Recommendations for the Future of Faith-Based Social Work Disaster Response 

Session 3: Developing Coalitions: Churches and Social Workers 

A. A Theological Basis for Christian Involvement in Social Need 

B. Models of Christian Involvement in Responding to Social Need 

C. Strategies for Closing the Great Divide Between Social Work and Churches 
