Major Dr. John R. Cheydleur

John is the author of four books and more than 40 professional and popular articles.

He holds the rank of Major in The Salvation Army, where he currently serves as Territorial Social Services Secretary, with policy and oversight responsibilities for social services programs in the Northeastern United States.

Dr. Cheydleur has been social worker, social work supervisor, a professor of Christian social work and Chairman of a graduate school of social work.  John lives with his wife, Judith, in West Nyack, New York.  They have three children and five grandchildren.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Major John R. Cheydleur, M.A., Ph.D.

John Cheydleur studies at Swarthmore College before undergoing a Christian religious experience at a Salvation Army Youth Councils and entering The Salvation Army School for Officer Training in New York City.

Commissioned as a Salvation Army Lieutenant in 1967, he first served as Corps Officer of the Massena, New York corps where he and his wife Judith developed a  Christian community center and provided family service counseling and support.  John also served as a Civil Air Patrol Chaplain in Massena.

In 1971, John received his M.A. in Counseling Psychology from Loyola University in Chicago, where he trained as an intake worker at The Salvation Army’s Emergency Lodge and as a therapist intern at the City of Chicago’s Lakeview-Uptown Mental Health Center.

Lieutenant and Mrs. Cheydleur were then appointed to lead the East Orange, new Jersey Corps where they developed an Emergency Lodge, a Youth Center, a 24 hour Crisis Hotline, and evening Adult Bible College, an LEAA Juvenile Justice Diversion Program, and a Retarded Adult Day Center.

During this period, John was admitted to the Academy of Certified Social Workers, served as an adjunct clinical professor of social work for Rutgers University (Newark, New Jersey) undergraduate social work program, and received the Distinguished Service Award from the New Jersey chapter of the National Association of Social Workers for his work on social work registration in that state.

In 1975, John was named Executive Director of The Salvation Army’s San Diego County Bureau of Social Services, with 18 subagencies, including an emergency foster parent program for teenage runaways, two independent living apartment programs for retarded adults, five family service offices, four Title Seven senior citizen nutrition programs, a sober drop-in center and a variety of specialized community intervention programs.

While in San Diego, John also taught at the Professional School for Psychological Studies, where he completed his Ph.D. in Organizational Psychology in 1979, and began a nonprofit consulting firm, Christian Systems Management.

Dr. Cheydleur next served as adjunct professor of social work at Melodyland School of Theology in Anaheim, California, then associate professor and chairman of the Graduate Department of Social Work, which later merged with Trinity college of Graduate Studies, where Dr. Cheydleur became the first president of the new college.

During this time, John was appointed by Governor George Dukmajian to the California State Social Services Advisory Board, where he was elected Vice-Chairman, and also served on the institutional oversight committee.

Returning to active Salvation Army service in 1990, Dr. Cheydleur became the Program Development Consultant for the 40 institutions managed by the Adult Rehabilitation Centers Command, and renewed his officership with the rank of Captain in 1991.  During his eight-year tenure at the Adult Rehabilitation Centers Command, standard for counselor qualifications and compensation were increased, a diagnostic and education centers were added.

In 1997, Captain/Dr. John Cheydleur was named Territorial Social Services Secretary with policy and oversight responsibilities for The Salvation Army social services program in the 11 northeastern United States and Puerto Rico.

John is a contributor to Baker’s Encyclopedia of Psychology and the Soul Care Bible.  His most recent book is Called to Counsel, published by Tyndale House in 1999.

Major/Dr. Cheydleur is the author of four books and more than 30 professional and popular articles.  He is a member of the North American Association of Christians in Social Work, the American Association of Christian counselors, and the Christian Association for Psychological Studies.  He resides with his wife Judith in West Nyack, New York.  They have three children and five grandchildren.

