Restoring the Breach: The Role of Faith Communities in Breaking the Cycle of Generational Dysfunction
Many families experience the stigma of being labeled as generationally dysfunctional and do not know how to help themselves. More and more families are exhibiting dysfunctional traits and are slipping into this category. Observation of these families show that much conceptual information about cause and effect is missing in the family language due to continuing interpersonal dysfunction.

These family systems are really symptom-bearers of a decaying society. At the same time these families contribute to societal decay because their numbers continues to grow and add to the problems of society. Because of this relationship, intervention into the three levels of individual, family, and community is needed for restorative treatment.  

The integration of faith principles into restorative treatment is imperative in breaking the cycle of generational dysfunction and to assure ultimate human development.

This workshop focuses particular attention on: 

· the Trinity and the gift of self

· our legacy from Babel – conceptual flaws inherent in  the dialects of our language       

· how the local church can become stabilized to provide the ultimate community environment for healing

· how faith communities can join to repair the breach and to provide the safety and structure needed for change. 

Learning Objectives
Following participation in this conference workshop, participants will be able to: 

1. Understand how family dysfunctional patterns are passed from generation to generation.

2. Understand the necessity for intervention into individual, family and community levels to break the cycle of generational dysfunction.

3. Understand that ultimate human development comes with the integration of faith principles into restorative treatment.  

The content of this conference is appropriate for intermediate level (MSW) and licensed social workers, as well as other mental health professionals, substance abuse counselors, and clergy.

