Ethics in Social Work Practice: Professional Competence in Dealing with Issues Involving Spirituality and Religion

Presentation Abstract: Competent social work practice requires that we deal ethically and effectively with issues involving spirituality and religion, neither ignoring them nor exploiting our professional role with vulnerable clients. Professional use of the self requires that we understand that our personal beliefs always interact with our practice with clients and that we learn how to maintain integrity with our own values while respecting our clients’ values. This presentation will explore the use and limits of the social work Code of Ethics as well as biblical teachings to resolve ethical dilemmas, identify ethical principles that guide social work practice in regard to spirituality and religion, and assess and use spiritual and religious resources in practice with clients.

Learning Objectives: By participating in this workshop, participants will be able to:

1.
Understand that personal beliefs always interact with professional practice and explore how their own beliefs affects their “professional use of self.”

2.
Articulate distinctions between “spirituality” and “religion.”

3.
Understand and apply the use and limits of the social work Code of Ethics in resolving ethical dilemmas.

4.
Identify and use ethical principles that guide social work practice in regard to spirituality and religion.

5.
Assess and use spiritual and religious resources in practice with clients.

General Audience: Social Workers, Educators, Students

