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Deanna Carlson serves the Department of Health and Human Services as an associate director of the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives and the faith-based liaison to the Administration for Children and Families (ACF).  Carlson is responsible for leading and coordinating ACF’s large-scale effort to make this 46 billion-dollar agency more “faith friendly.” This includes examining federal policy and programs and finding ways to better mobilize, empower, and collaborate with faith- and community based groups doing good work while removing barriers that impede many from federal funding. Carlson also serves as a resource to HHS’ Compassion Capital Fund, a 30 million dollar fund, which provides support to intermediary organizations across the country who are giving capacity building expertise to small, faith and community-based groups to increase their sustainability and local impact.

Carlson is a nationally known speaker and writer on effective church-based outreach to the poor, welfare reform, and faith-based partnerships with government. Before joining HHS in July 2002, she ran a national consulting practice to assist churches, governments, and non-profits with their efforts to advance and enhance faith-based efforts. Her work includes serving as program director for President Bush’s first-ever faith-based conference for the State of Texas in 2000 and being a contributing writer to the Hudson Institute’s Faith in Communities Intermediaries Study.
Carlson is the author of The Welfare of My Neighbor: Living Out Christ’s Love for the Poor (Family Research Council, 1999) and the editor of Workbook and Supplemental Guide: Applying the Principles Learned in The Welfare of My Neighbor (by Amy Sherman).   Her book has been called a “practical and readable guide to helping and not hurting the poor”  (World Magazine, December 1999).   Her writing has appeared in newspapers and magazines nationwide, and she has been a guest contributor to several nationally syndicated radio programs.

Carlson’s vocational passions include helping congregations fulfill their calling to the needy in the United States and working to improve the systems that serve our country’s children and families.   She led a Washington, DC public policy organization’s efforts in welfare reform for four years as the director of community outreach.   Prior to her work in DC, Carlson worked as a social worker with Mexican-American families in California. She has had extensive volunteer and professional experience with youth and children in various settings and began her outreach efforts at age twelve with orphaned children in Mexico.

Carlson earned a Master of Social Work degree from California State University at Long Beach and a bachelor’s degree from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. She has been on several outreach committees and recently served on the international board of the North American Association of Christians in Social Work.  Carlson and her husband, Anthony Stacy,

live and worship in the Washington, DC area.

