Christian Social Work in Disaster Response and Recovery

By: Jon R. Wallace, MSW

Description
Building upon the direct practice experience of the presenter, this conference will discuss ways that Christian social work professionals may impact the disaster response and recovery system by providing spiritually sensitive service and support to individuals, families, and communities affected by disaster.
Learning Objectives
As a result of participating in this session, individuals will: 

  become familiar with the phases of disaster response 

  understand the concept of "faith-based" case management in the disaster setting 

  recognize the importance of self preparation 

  understand the importance of evidencing Christ's presence as opposed to proselytization 

  become familiar with tools and resources to enhance services to victims of disasters 

Biographical Information
Jon Wallace is the Divisional Director of Service Extension and Emergency Disaster Services for The Salvation Army Intermountain Division headquartered in Denver, Colorado.  In this assignment Jon is responsible for management of the Service Extension Department and 111 service extension units and eight employees in the four states of Colorado, Montana, Utah, and Wyoming.  He is also responsible for coordinating Salvation Army disaster response outside the Denver metro area and representing The Salvation Army to local, state, and federal emergency management agencies.

Leadership  roles  in  disaster  response  and  recovery include serving as Disaster  Social  Services Director during The Salvation Army's response to the  terrorist bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City  in  April  1995.   During  this  national tragedy Wallace initiated a successful  partnership  between  The  Salvation Army and the University of Oklahoma  School  of Social Work, which supported The Army's bombing relief efforts.   From  September  19  -  October 11, 2001 Wallace served as Chief Liaison  Officer  in  New York City following the terrorist attack upon the World  Trade  Center.  This  leadership  effort  involved  representing The Salvation Army to all external agencies including local, state, and federal government  and  to  voluntary,  faith-based,  and  other  non-governmental organizations.

Wallace  earned  a  Master  of  Social  Work  degree from the University of Oklahoma  and  a  Bachelor  of Arts degree from Northeastern Oklahoma State University.   An  active  member  of  Calvary  Episcopal  Church in Golden,  Wallace  is  credentialed  as  a Certified Social Work Manager and lives in Arvada, Colorado with his wife Jan.

Audience
:Social workers, church leaders, educators, students.


Level:
Basic and Intermediate

