RESOURCES


Old Testament
Genesis 1:27
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them
Exodus 23:9

You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.

Leviticus 19: 33-34

When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

Numbers 15:15-16

As for the Assembly, there shall be for both you and the resident alien a single law, a perpetual law throughout your generations; you and the alien shall be alike before the Lord.  You and the alien who resides with you shall have the same law and the same ordinance.

Deuteronomy 10: 17-19

For the Lord your God is a God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing.  You shall also love the stranger for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Proverbs 31: 8-9

Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute.  Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.

Psalm 146: 9

The Lord watches over the strangers and upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked the Lord brings to ruin.

Isaiah 10: 1-2

Woe to the legislators of infamous laws, to those who issue tyrannical decrees, who refuse justice to the unfortunate and cheat the poor among my people of their rights, who make widows their prey and rob the orphan.

Isaiah 58: 6-12

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free and to break every yoke….

Jeremiah 22: 3

Yahweh says this: Practice honesty and integrity; rescue the one who has been wronged from the hands of the oppressor; do not exploit the alien, the orphan, the widow; do no violence and shed no innocent blood in this place.

Micah 6:8
What is good has been explained to you. This is what Yahweh asks of you, only this: to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God.
Zechariah 7: 9-10

Thus says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in our hearts against one another.
New Testament

Mark 12: 30-31

The first [commandment] is…you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: You must love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.

Matthew 25: 35-40
For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you welcomed me; naked and you clothed me; sick and you visited me; in prison and you came to see me…I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these, you did it to me.

Luke 2: 13-14

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt.
Luke 4: 18-19 (Based on Isaiah 61: 1-2)

Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Romans 12:13

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

Galatians 3: 28

There are no more distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female, but all of you are one in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2: 17-19

So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God….
Hebrews 13:2

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.

1 John 4: 20-21

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.  The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must also love their brothers and sisters.
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Web-based Resources
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.: https://cliniclegal.org (can subscribe to email list for updates)
Center of Concern Catholic Social Teaching Link:


www.coc.org/bin/view.fpl/1122/cms_campaign/2.html
Education for Justice: www.educationforjustice.org.  (Links Catholic social Teaching to current news.)

Evangelical Immigration Table: www.evangelicalimmigrationtable.com
Fast Action for Immigration Reform: www.fastaction.us 
Justice For Immigrants:  www.justiceforimmigrants.org 

Office for Social Justice, Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis: www.osjspm.org/cst
(Many resources and links for Catholic Social Teaching.)

Sojourners: Faith in Action for Social Justice:  www.sojo.net  (can subscribe to email lists for updates)
The American Immigration Council:  www.immigrationimpact.com  (can subscribe to email lists for updates)
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Migrant and Refugee Services:


www.usccb.org/mrs
DVDs
Dying to Live – Information and ordering: www.dyingtolive.nd.edu 

The Line in the Sand – Information and ordering: www.crs.or/dramaproject 
The New Americans – Information and ordering: www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans 
Strangers No Longer – Information and ordering: www.justiceforimmigrants.org/snldvd.html 
Tony and Janina’s American Wedding: A Deportation Love Story (of a Polish couple)  – Information and 

ordering: http://tonyandjanina.com 
A great variety of listings of videos and DVDs related to immigration can be found at: www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/ImmigrantsVid.html 
