
Preconvention Institute—Thursday, November 7, 2019 (3.0 CEUs)—Half-day Session 1:00pm-

4:15pm 

Jeff Newton 

Loving Neighbors: Addressing Poverty in Urban Communities 

Abstract: Participants will focus on strategies that are useful to professionals and churches and 

organizations as they partner in addressing the issue of poverty.  Understanding the culture of 

poverty and ways to help without hurting can transform individuals, families and communities to 

become self-sustaining.    

Learning Objectives:  After completing this training, participants will be able to:  

• better understand the culture, causes, and way out of generational poverty. 

• articulate at least three strategies of helping those in poverty. 

• discern ways to partner with churches and organizations to address the issue.  

Basic Outline:  

• Understanding the culture of poverty (50 minutes) 

• Strategy One:  Listening with ears and eyes (30 minutes) 

• Strategy Two:  Asset Based Community Development (helping those in poverty discover hidden 

assets.  Making the invisible visible.)  (30 minutes) 

• Strategy Three:  Seeking Shalom (30 minutes) 

• Creating partnerships (30 minutes)  

• Break (15 minutes) 

 

Level: Beginner/Intermediate 
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Bio:   Jeff Newton is the Founder and Executive Director of Kokomo Urban Outreach since 2005. He is 

a United Methodist Pastor and  has a vital ministry with the poor. Jeff graduated from the University 

of Indianapolis with a degree in Non-profit Organization and a Master of Divinity from Christian 

Theological Seminary.  

 


