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Linda Plitt Donaldson
Restoring Hope in Challenging Times
Linda Plitt Donaldson will invite participants into a reflection about the ways in which
Christian social workers can bring and restore hope into a troubled world. She will draw
on a range of sources to unpack the meaning of hope, its particular meaning for
Christians, and its implications for social work.
Learning Objectives: After hearing this presentation, participants will:
a. Have a fuller understanding of the macro context of our times into which
we are called to bring and restore hope
b. Gain a spiritually-based understanding of hope from a Christian
perspective
c. Be able to describe specific steps they can take to bring and restore hope
into the world as Christian social workers.
Simple Outline:
Intro and Current context (10 minutes)
Overview of Hope (25 minutes)
Implications for social workers (10 minutes)
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Linda is the Assistant Dean and MSW Program Director at the National Catholic School
of Social. She is also the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Religion and Spirituality in
Social Work: Social Thought. She has written about the integration of Catholic Social
Teaching in graduate social work education, and co-edited a special issue of the journal
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