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Child Maltreatment Statistics: 

• every year 3.6 million referrals are made to child protection agencies; a report 

is made in the United States every ten seconds

• in 2015 nearly 700,000 children were victims of  abuse/neglect in the United 

States

• approximately four out of  five abusers are the victim’s parents



Sexual Abuse Statistics: 

• approximately 2/3 of  children served by Child Advocacy Centers (CAC) nationally 
disclosed sexual abuse; nearly 20% served disclosed physical abuse

• approximately 30% of  sexual assault cases are reported to authorities

• only 10% of  children are victimized by strangers

• 82% of  juvenile victims of  sexual abuse/assault are female

• 40% of  sexually abuse children are asymptomatic

• disclosures are most often made to sibling or friend

• 60% of  perpetrators are known to victim but are not family members  



Child Physical Abuse Statistics: 

• victims are more likely to disclose when open-ended questioning is used

• victims of  physical abuse are more reluctant to disclose than victims of  sexual 
abuse

• only 27% of  victims disclose abuse prior to investigation (sexual abuse 72%)

• when abuser is parent disclosure rate is approximately 61% (sexual abuse 21%)

• 1 in every 14 children have been physically abused

• disabled children are 3 times more likely to be abused but far less likely to 
effectively disclose abuse



Child Advocacy Centers:

• in 2014 there were 315, 806 children served by Child Advocacy Centers 

• of  the 205,438 reported abuse cases in 2014 there were 60,897 cases of  

sexual abuse

• in 2014 there were 219,506 reported forensic interviews completed

• the majority of  children served by CAC were under the age of  6 (116,940)



Forensic Interviews:

• forensic interview- “fact-finding interview in which a child who is alleged to 
be a victim of  maltreatment is questioned in a developmentally appropriate, 
non- suggestive and forensically defensible manner”

• to gather information for investigation and prosecution

• most often use in sexual abuse and serious physical abuse investigations

• interview may be conducted conjointly with forensic medical examination



Impact of  Victim Characteristics: 

• school aged children more likely to recall events 

• pre-school aged children have limited communication skills 

• differences among victims of  the same age

• stress impacts memory distortion 

• role of  interviewer

• role of  appropriate adult supporting the child



What is Narrative Interview?

• “Narratives are an everyday means of  communicating experience, and there 

is a place for storytelling in nearly all cultures. Thus narrative is a culturally 

congruent way to ascertain and understand experiences” (Hall & Powell, 

2011). 



Benefits of  Narrative Interviewing: 

• allows individual to integrate past experiences (trauma) with vivid detail 

• construction of  time-ordered events with plot and cast of  characters in 

coherent whole

• narratives are co-constructed between teller (victim) and listener (forensic 

interviewer)

• allows individual to process events in safe environment 



Why Narrative?

• short of  physical evidence (rarely obtained in child maltreatment cases) free 

narrative with open ended questions is the best indicator if  maltreatment 

occurred 

• narrative responses are more detailed and focused

• gaining information rather than confirming what is already known allowing 

the child to describe the event  in their own words



Professional Experiences:

• ….”it is obvious the interviewer genuinely cares about the child and their 

story, twenty minutes is not spent on building rapport”….

• ….”the quality of  information gained is critical in knowing how to proceed 

with criminal prosecution, literally my search warrant was written”….

• ….”the child is guided in a way it is obvious they are being truthful in their 

statement”….

• ….”I will never have another victim interviewed in any other way”…. 



Video Examples: 

• Snow Interview

• Narrative Interview 



Resistance in Narrative Interviewing:

• angry individuals: “I realize that my asking you these questions must 
make you angry or that my questions may seems silly”

• passive individuals: “I understand that it may be difficult to talk about 
such personal, private matters”

• if  possible give the individual an opportunity to vent anger, fear, and 
frustration before proceeding with the investigative questions

• ignoring hostility or fear will rarely make them disappear



Factors that Prevent Disclosure:

• rapport between victim and perpetrator 

• nationality of  the victim (views and beliefs of  family)

• stress concerning that negative reaction  of  parents

• feeling of  responsibility 

• characteristics of  abuse

• sex of  the interviewer

• the way in which the interview is conducted



Court Testimony of  Sexual Abuse 

Investigations: 

• “The American legal system is often mysterious to those outside of  it. It 

operates in a way that is quite different from other institutions with which 

social workers are familiar. Lawyers have a unique way of  thinking and 

approaching their work. Both are different from the way social workers are 

taught to think and to approach their work.” (Saltzman & Proch, 1990)
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